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OUR MISSION: Our mission is to share the gift of Jesus Christ to move hearts  
and employ hands for the kingdom of God.  

Promot ion Sunday and t he Beginning of  t he N ew Church School Year ! 

Sunday, A ugust  14 

It’s back-to-school time, and that means the beginning of the new church school year as well! Promotion Sunday is August 14! This is 
the day when our school-age children are “promoted” up to the next group or class in their Sunday School program and our preschool 
children start their new classes. Although we were sad to say goodbye to Phyllis Conard, our children’s programs are continuing to go 
strong!  Children’s Church will be taking an extended summer vacation until our new Children’s Minister is hired, but all other 
programs are continuing as regularly scheduled. 
 
While our search continues for a new Children’s Minister, church member Robin Harp has volunteered to help out with Sunday 
morning children’s programs.  During this transition time, we would love to have some extra volunteers to help with children and youth 
programs. If you are interested and available to help out, please contact Robin Harp (harpbennett@bellsouth.net) for preschool, Beth 
Buchweitz (jdbuchweitz@yahoo.com) for Kids’ Rock!, Greg Zimmerman (greg@gszimmerman.com) for JUMP, or Patrick Littlefield 
(plittlefield@decaturfirst.org) for youth. 

Sunday M ornings 

Children’s and Youth Sunday School 
All children & youth attend the class or 
group based on their age or school grade 
at the start of the school year. 

Preschool Children 
9:30-10:50 a.m. 
Two Year Olds – Room 106 
Three Year Olds – Room 109 
Pre-K Four Year Olds – Room 105 
 
Kids’ Rock!  
9:30-10:50 a.m. 
Kindergarten through 5th Grade  
Fellowship Hall 
 
Youth 
Coffee Lounge (Room G-3)  
9:30-10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:00-10:50 a.m. 
Middle school students  
(6th-8th Grade) – Room G-5 
High school students  
(9th-12th Grade) – Room G-3 
 
Kinderchurch 
10:50 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Preschool – in Sunday school rooms 
Kindergarten – Fellowship Hall 

M usic Programs 
Children’s and Youth Choirs 
Sunday choirs start back August 14 
Wednesday choirs (except Angel) start back 
August 17 
 
Seraph Choir (Pre-K – K)  
Sundays, 4:00-4:30 p.m. – Room 110 
 
Cherub Choir (Pre-K – K)  
Wednesdays, 6:30-7:00 p.m. – Room 110 
 
Angel Choir (Pre-K – K)*  
Wednesdays, 12:30-1:00 p.m. – Room 110 
* Please note that Angel Choir starts on Sep-
tember 6 
 
Wesley Choir (1st – 3rd Grade)  
Sundays, 4:30-5:00 p.m. – Room 110 
 
Asbury Choir (1st – 3rd Grade)  
Wednesdays, 7:00-7:30 p.m. – Room 110 
 
Jubilate! Choir (4th – 6th Grade)  
Sundays, 4:00-5:00 p.m.  
Choir Room, 301 
 
Youth Choir (7th – 12th Grade)  
Sundays, 5:00-6:00 p.m.  
Choir Room, 301 

Sunday A f t ernoons 
JUMP!  
Junior United Methodist People 
Weekly fellowship for 5th and 6th graders 
 
Sundays, 5:00-6:00 p.m. - Room G-4 
* Open house for parents and students 
Sunday, August 28,  
5:00-6:00 p.m. – Room G-4 
 
UMYF  
(United Methodist Youth Fellowship) 
Weekly fellowship for 7th-12th graders 
 
Sundays  
Supper, 6:00-6:30 p.m.  - Fellowship Hall 
Program,  6:30-8:00 p.m. - Gym 



Faith in  
Flip-flops 
Continues at 
CAYA 
We continue to celebrate summer in the 
Come As You Are (CAYA) service!  The 
music has been rocking, the worship has 
been Spirit-filled, and the flip-flops are out 
in force.  We’ve had a host of guest 
preachers and musicians, and on July 10 
we celebrated our very first baptism! 

Our “Faith in Flip-flops” theme will continue 
until Labor Day (we’re squeezing every 
drop out of summer that we can!), and then 
we’ll get down to business with our “Tough 
Questions” series, starting September 11.  
Please join us on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. in 
the Chapel! 

 

Joining Jubilee 
August 28 
 
On Sunday, August 28, Decatur First will 
celebrate our second Joining Jubilee!  Our 
first Joining Jubilee in January was a great 
success, and folks have been asking when 
we’ll have another.  Well, your wait is over!  
The Joining Jubilee is a chance for any and 
all who would like to join our congregation 
to do so collectively as a group.  This is a 
great opportunity for those who have been 
visiting for a while or are nervous about 
standing up in front of the congregation to 
join the church.  We will welcome new 
members at all three services, the 8:45 and 
11:00 a.m. Traditional Services in the 
Sanctuary and the 11:00 a.m. Come As 
You Are (CAYA) service in the Chapel.  If 
you are interested in joining Decatur First, 
please contact Dr. Katy Hinman at 
khinman@decaturfirst.org or 404-378-4541 
ext. 13. 
 

Volunteer 
Opportunity!  
 

We need volunteers to prepare and serve 
meals at Hagar's House Shelter for Women 
and Children the week of August 14-20, 
2011. If you are interested in serving please 
contact Sandy Kruger at  (770) 843-2507. 

CHURCH•COMMUNITY•
 

It works! 
 
 

 

 

 
Since the beginning of the year, Weight 
Watchers members at Decatur First have 
lost 2,154 pounds.  You can make Weight 
Watchers work for you, as well.  Decatur 
First has two meetings each week: 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (weigh in starts at 
5:00 p.m.) in the Gathering Room and 
Thursdays at 12:30 p.m. (weigh in starts at 
12:00 p.m.) in the Library. Join by August 6 
for just $1 plus the weekly meeting fee of 
$13 ($11 for Seniors 65 and over).  Please 
stop by a meeting to get all the enrollment 
details.   
 

Endowment Trust Fund 
In Memory of Bert Estes 
Patty and Eric Hingst 

In Memory of Marjorie Winkler 
Betty and Gray Geddie 
Adelaide Johnson 
Terra and Thomas Jones 
Harriet and James Segars 
Mark E. Skillan, M.D. 
Kathryn West 

In Memory of Mary and Bill Fox 
Elizabeth M. Fox 

Virginia Grimaud St. John 
Music Fund  
In Memory of Mildred Heffelfinger 
William A. St. John 

Children’s Ministry 
In Memory of Mildred Heffelfinger 
Aneta G. Phelps 

Adult Library 
In Memory of Mildred Heffelfinger 
Book Club of Philips Tower 

Stillwell Maintenance Fund 
In Memory of Jim Harrell 
Harry E. Stillwell 

 

The 39 Steps  

October 19, 21, 22 & 23.  
This hilarious Tony Award-winning comedy 
thriller that ran for years in London and New 
York will come to the stage of Decatur First 
this fall! The play will perform October 19, 
21, 22 & 23.  

 
New Small Group 
Studies  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Starting in September!  

Watch for details in future Sunday worship 
bulletins, in the e-pistles, on the church web 
site, and in the September NOW. 

 

Town Hall Mee!ngs 
The Wednesday after Labor Day Café 
Decatur will begin.  These light suppers at 
church will offer opportunities to gather as a 
church family and the Ministry Leadership 
Council has decided to bring back 
programming once each month.  On 
September 28, we will have our own Bob 
Hope talking about the early history of 
Atlanta.  On October 19, you will enjoy a 
showing of the Drama Action Team play, 
The 39 Steps.  And on November 9, Dr. 
David S. Naglee's topic will be “Follow the 
Dollar,” an explanation of our church 
finances.  The dinners will be 5:45 - 6:30 
p.m. with the program to follow. 

Look for other Town Hall Meetings starting 
in January including a session on the 
General Conference led by Dr. David S. 
Naglee. 

  

GIFTS•GIVEN•



T wice a year I update 
the calendar portion 
of the InChoirer: once 

for the Winter/Spring and 
once for the Fall.  Until this 
year I’ve fit the entire thing in 
one column on the left of the 
page.  As you can see, the time 
has arrived.  Our list of events 
is now too long for a column.  
I’ve printed it below. 

 This calendar is crazy.   
There are myriad concerts 
and opportunities for 
involvement.  I hope you’ll use 
this calendar to plan your 
family calendar such that you 
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John Cowden, Director of Music 
Mitch Weisiger, Associate Director of Music 

T here are a lot of folks 
in our building on 
Wednesdays.  Senior 

Adult Choir rehearses on 
Wednesday afternoons.  
Children in the evening, 
along with Carillon Ringers 
and Chancel Choir.  And we 
frequently have some kind of 
program: concerts, 
informational sessions, small 
group studies.  It’s just a 
happenin’, hummin’ place. 

 So we started thinking.  
We’re Methodist.  And we 
have a large number of people 

in the building.  WHAT?!  
We don’t have any food?  
John Wesley would most 
certainly not approve. 

 So we’ve decided to try 
something out this fall.  After 
Labor Day, each Wednesday 
night we’ll offer a light 
dinner.  Sandwiches, soup, 
Chick-Fil-A, that kind of 
thing (with some options for 
kids, of course...chicken 
tenders, mac and cheese, and 
such).  

(Continued on page 6) 

Microsoft 

can attend our concerts and 
events.  I can assure you that 
you will not regret it.  Our 
ensembles are of the highest 
quality, and admittance is 
typically free (or donation-
only in the case of the 
fundraisers).  And with the 
wide variety of programming, 
something is sure to interest 
you. 

 I’d like to draw your 
attention to some of the 
events in particular (note that 
several events are new this 
year). 

(Continued on page 6) 

That Guy’s Crazy!  

· August 3 
Chancel Choir resumes 

· August 7 
Celebration Ringers resumes 

· August 14 
All other choirs resume 

· September 7 
Angel Choir resumes 

· September 18 
Music Sunday 

· September 23-25 
Chancel Choir Retreat 

· October 5 
Handbell Concert 

· October 19, 21-23 
39 Steps Drama Production 

· November 6 
MasterWorks Concert 

· November 13 
HoneyBaked Ham Ordering 
Deadline 1 

· December 3 
Holiday Childcare Music in Mission 
fundraiser 

· December 4 
Callanwolde Concert Band Concert 

· December 4 
Taizé Service of Preparation 

· December 7 
CoE Light Load-in 

· December 11 
Celebration of Emmanuel 

· December 11 
HoneyBaked Ham Ordering 
Deadline 2 

· December 14 
Winter Break for all choirs except 
Chancel Choir 

· December 18 
Church-wide Christmas Party 

· December 23 
“Y’all Come” Christmas Eve Choir 
Rehearsal 

· December 24 
Christmas Eve Services 

· December 25 
Single Worship Service 

· December 26 
CoE Light Load-out 

· January 4 
Chancel Choir resumes 

· January 8 
All other choirs resume 

Important Dates for the Fall 

Wednesdays this Fall... 
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President’s corner  

The Purpose of United Methodist Women: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to expand con-
cepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 
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derful Circle 11. Soon thereafter we 
joined the church because of Bill’s posi-
tive experiences and Faye’s friendship to 
us both. 

 This is just one of the many stories 
that attest to the value of the chapel in the 
past, and why it needs to continue in the 
future. If you are a new member of Deca-
tur First, and have no connections or 
memories of the chapel, it won’t be long 
before you do. It saddens me that we have 
fallen so far short of our goal to restore 
this grand place of worship. 

General Meeting & Study 

“For the Love of God: 

John's Epistles” 

Session 2, led by Rev. Eric Powell 

Tuesday, August 9, 2011 

11:00 am—in Fellowship Hall 

· Circles meet at 10:30 am, in their rooms 

· Lunch at 12:15 pm, in Fellowship Hall 

President’s corner , continued 

Monday, August 8, 2011 

 7:00 pm, Circle 12—Will meet at  the 
home of Sandy Kruger, 

 616 Ridgecrest Rd, NE, Atlanta 

Tuesday, August 9, 2011 

 10:30 am, Circles 4, 5, 7, 11—Will 

The chapel is one of the 
City of Decatur’s prize 
buildings. It is the oldest 
church in the City of Decatur. The Civil 
War was fought near there. Because of its 
elevated position, it is said that General 
Sherman stood near where the chapel 
now stands. The stained glass window is 
exquisite and the area’s most beautiful. 
So what does all that information have to 
do with us. 

 It is our chapel. It belongs to no one 
else but Decatur First United Methodist 
Church. We are the church and the chap-
el, if you will. It is our legacy from gener-
ations before us. It is ours to restore for 
generations to follow. I love the chapel 
for its beautiful architecture, and the Tif-
fany stained glass window, whose beauty 
silences me. I have memories of attending 
lovely wedding celebrations, services to 
celebrate the lives of special friends -
including my mother’s service, and vari-
ous others, like our Sunday CAYA ser-
vices. 

 The chapel has played a huge part in 
my life. Because of the positive vibes I 
felt at Decatur First Preschool, I enrolled 
my son Bill at the age of four. That was 
twenty-five years ago. Each Wednesday 
the preschool attends a service in our 
chapel. Bill came to me one day and in-
formed me that he wanted us to attend his 
church, not my church. Faye Quade was 
one of Bill’s teachers in the four-year-old 
class and kindergarten. She showed a 
special interest in Bill and genuinely 
loved him. Who can compete with that? It 
didn’t matter that I was a Presbyterian 
from birth. Faye reached out to me too, 
and before I knew it I had joined my won-

Peace be with you, 

Suzy 

In July, Rev. Eric Powell led us through the first 

Marjorie Winkler 
Circle 4 

July 7, 2011 

Patricia Byers 
Circle 11 

July 14, 2011 

 

Don’t forget to bring your  

folders/handouts from July 

to session 2 of our study. 
 

A-D-O District United Methodist Women 

District Fall Retreat 
Saturday—September 17, 2011 

Glen Haven United Methodist Church 
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CANCER SEWING 

Tuesday, August 23 

Dates to Remember 
FH = Fellowship Hall    L = Adult Library   GR = Gathering Room  

AUGUST 2011 

 8 Monday UMW Circle 12, 7:00 pm, at home of Sandy Kruger. 
 9 Tuesday UMW Circles 4 & 10, 5, 7, 11, 10:30 am, in their rooms. 
 9 Tuesday UMW General Mee!ng, 11:00 am-12:15 pm, FH. 
 9 Tuesday UMW Luncheon, 12:15 pm, FH. 
 22 Monday UMCH Auxiliary mee!ng & lunch, 11:00 am, UMCH campus. 
 22 Monday Cancer Pad Sewing setup, 1:30-3:30 pm, FH. 
 23 Tuesday Cancer Pad Sewing, 10:00 am-12:00 pm, FH. 
 30 Tuesday UMW Execu!ve Commi"ee, 10:00 am, GR. Please bring 
   wri!en reports. 

AUGUST UMW  

BIRTHDAYS 

 5 Cindy Rust 
 8 Frances Norton 
 8 Hazel Studdard 
 11 Mary Sue Harper 
 16 Cheryl Gu!erres 
 22 Sharon Hule!e 
 23 Mary Campbell 
 23 Mary Golding 
 26 Marie Nitschke 
 26 Marian Wilder 
 28 Pat Post 

August Mission Opportunity: 

D.E.A.M. Food Pantry 
The DEAM Food Pantry is part of DEAM 
(Decatur-area Emergency Assistance 
Ministry) and provides for needy per-
sons in the Decatur Community.  Fund-
ed by DEAM member churches and 
individuals, the pantry is sta"ed by 
volunteers. 
 Food items always needed: soups, 
canned meats, canned vegetables and 
fruits, peanut bu!er, spaghe# and 
sauce, rice, JELL-O, crackers, toilet $s-

School kits needed 
Juanita Mullins, ADO District UMW Presi-
dent, has called on all local units to pre-
pare school kits to be turned in at the 
Conference Annual Mee$ng, October 1, 
at Dunwoody United Methodist Church. 
Instruc$ons for comple$ng and %lling the 
school bags are below: 

News of our members 

Welcome this new member . . . 
Circle 11 
Marie O’Neal  .................. 404-682-4213 
 218 E. Trinity Pl., &918 
 Decatur, GA 30030 

Change of Address . . . 
Circle 5 
Anne Gramling ................ 334-414-0096 
 1555 Taylor Rd., A-3 
 Montgomery, AL 36117 

Congratula!ons . . . 
to Jane Espy (Circle 4) and to Penny 
Bartle"  (Circle 5) on the birth of their 
great-grandson and grandson, Robert 
Washington Espy V, on June 17. The 
parents are Bonnie and Bob Espy; 
 

to Dorothy Zumwalt (Circle 5) on her 
100th birthday, June 28. Dorothy has a 
new address: 515 Bally Shannon Drive, 
Dacula, GA 30019. 

1 pair blunt scissors 
 rounded $p only 
 no plas$c scissors please 
3 pads of paper 
 spiral or top bound pads;  
 150 sheets of loose leaf can be subs$-
 tuted for 1 pad; 
 combina$ons of spiral, top bound or 
 loose leaf is acceptable 
1 hand held pencil sharpener 
 must be at least one inch long 
 remove from packaging 
1 - 30 cen!meter ruler 
 hard or 'exible 
 cartoon characters are acceptable 
 no adver$sements please 
6 unsharpened pencils 
 no adver$sements, religious, patri-
 o$c, military or camou'age symbols 
 please; cartoon characters are accept-
 able 
1 - 2 ½ inch eraser 
 no adver$sements, religious, patri-
 o$c, military or camou'age symbols 
 please; cartoon characters are accept-
 able 
1 - 24 count box of crayons 
 only 24 count boxes please 
1 – 14”x16” cloth bag 
 home made or purchased bags are 
 both acceptable; heavy duty fabric 
 only-denim, corduroy, drapery fabric 
 etc.; no adver$sements, religious, 
 patrio$c, military or camou'age sym-
 bols please. Closures are op$onal but 
 must be bu!ons, snaps or Velcro 
 sewn in middle of opening if used. 
 
Assembly Direc!ons 
Place all loose items on top of paper. 
Turn items sideways and slide into the 
cloth bag. Fold over the top of the bag 
so loose items don’t fall out. 

School Kit    (Value: $ 11.00) 



Microsoft 

The InChoirer, page 2 

 There’s not really a program.  We 
(usually) won’t take reservations.  We’ll 
just provide some food and time for 

Wednesdays  
(Continued from page 3) 

intergenerational fellowship.  Come 
join us if you can, particularly if you’re 
going to be at the church anyway!  The 
cost is a small suggested donation. 

 Dinners will end the week prior 

to Thanksgiving and (assuming they 
are successful) begin again in January.  
I hope you’ll consider joining us to 
spend some time getting to know your 
church family. 

· August 14 
All other choirs resume 

 All ensembles will resume rehearsal 
on August 14 (in the case of Wednesday 
choirs, they will begin the Wednesday 
following).  I know this is early, but we 
tie the beginning of choirs to the 
beginning of the school year. 

· September 18 
Music Sunday 

 All the ensembles of the church 
combine to offer an inspirational service 
of worship.  This year’s service, “Find a 
Voice,” focuses on the unique voice with 
which each of us praises our God. 

· October 5 
Handbell Concert 

 Each fall, in addition to the Chancel 
Choir MasterWorks concert, the music 
ministry offers an additional concert 
showcasing some of our own talented 
musicians.  This year’s concert features 
the bell ensembles of the church, 
including Celebration Ringers, Carillon 
Ringers, and Penultimate Measure, our 4-
in-hand ensemble. 

· October 19, 21-23 
39 Steps Drama Production 

 Our drama action team reminds us 
once again how lucky we are to 
experience such high-quality 
entertainment right in the comfort of our 
own church. 

· November 6 
MasterWorks Concert 

 The Chancel Choir, accompanied by 

Crazy  
(Continued from page 3) 

orchestra, presents Vivaldi’s Magnificat 
and Gloria as well as a movement from 
Bach’s well known “Wachet Auf” 
Cantata 140 (you know it, even if you 
think you don’t!). 

· November 13 and December 11 
HoneyBaked Ham Deadlines 

 The music ministry once again 
offers HoneyBaked Ham gift cards for 
sale.  Proceeds support Music in 
Mission, the outreach arm of the 
music ministry.  Twenty percent of 
your purchase directly supports the 
mission. 

· December 3 
Holiday Childcare 

 Nursery staff, supported by 
members of the youth choir, provide 
childcare during the Christmas 
season.  Proceeds benefit Music in 
Mission. 

· December 4 
Callanwolde Concert Band 
Concert 

 You may not be aware that the 
Callanwolde Concert Band has begun 
rehearsing here weekly.  They will 
offer their first concert at our church, 
a holiday concert. 

· December 7 
CoE Light Load-in 

 You’ll recall that during the 
Christmas season we enjoy 
supplemental lighting.  If you are 
available during the day, please 
consider dropping by to assist with 
installation. 

· December 11 
Celebration of Emmanuel 

 The annual Christmas Concert of 
the music ministry features the 
ensembles of the church accompanied 
by brass octet and a new narration by 
Carolyn McDowell. 

· December 18 
Church-wide Christmas Party 

 All are invited to come to the 
Fellowship Hall to enjoy food, 
fellowship, caroling, and other 
seasonal cheer. 

· December 23 
Y’all Come Christmas Eve Choir 
Rehearsal 

 All are invited to join the choir for 
Christmas Eve!  Simply show up to 
rehearse on the 23rd and then sing in 
either the 4:30 service, 6:30 service, or 
both. 

· December 26 
CoE Light Load-out 

 After all, someone has to clean up!  
Taking down the lights usually 
requires only a few hours of 
work...especially if we have many 
hands! 

  Whew!  I hope to see you at each 
of these events this fall.  It promises to 
be one of our best ever.  Of course, if 
you’d like to participate in the events 
rather than simply observing them, 
give me a call at 404-378-4541. 



Decatur First 101 
August 7 
Have you been visiting Decatur First and 
want to know more about the church?  
Want to meet our ministers and get a 
tour of the church building?  Have 
questions about how you can get more 
involved?  Come to our Decatur First 
101 class!  This one-session class is a 
perfect opportunity to get more 
information about the church; learn 
about our children, youth and adult 
programs; find out about music, 
missions and ministries; and figure out 
where you can become involved!  The 
class will be held on Sunday, August 7 
from 9:45-10:45 a.m. in the choir room 
(Room 301, 3rd floor of the main 
building).  If you have any questions, 
please contact Dr. Katy Hinman at 
khinman@decaturfirst.org  or  
404-378-4541 ext. 13. 

Decatur First 201 is 
coming in September!  
Want to get a more in-depth look at 
Decatur First?  This three-session class 
for visitors and new members will give 
you an introduction to United 
Methodism, the ministries of Decatur 
First, and a more in-depth look into the 
Sunday school classes, small groups, 
Ministry Action Teams, and mission 
opportunities where you can get 
involved.  Classes will run September 
11, 18, and 25. For more information, 
please contact Dr. Katy Hinman at 404-
378-4541 ext. 13. 

Sunday School 

What is prayer and how do I do it? 

John Wesley considered prayer an 
essential part of Christian living, calling it 
the most important means of grace.  
Prayer is one of the most valuable ways 
to know God.  Prayer allows us to 
partner with God to bring about his will 
on earth.   But, do we always pray 
effectively? Do we understand how to 
pray? Do we know what to expect from 
prayer? Suzanne Ragains will conduct a 
series of classes on prayer. August 7, 
14, 21 and 28 in Room 305 starting at 
9:45 a.m. Everyone is invited.  Any 
questions?  Please call 404-374-7596. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS•

Chapel Update 
In June the Decatur First UMC Trustees 
signed the contract with the architectural-
engineering firm Lord-Aeck-Sargent for a 
complete architectural-engineering 
assessment of our Chapel.  The project 
kicked-off on June 29 and will be complete 
by September 30.  This project will include a 
condition assessment of the building, 
including historical research and the 
production of measured drawings, the scope 
of improvements needed, a conceptual 
project budget for those improvements and 
a prioritized project plan.   

Upon acceptance of the assessment phase 
the Trustees will provide a summary and 
access to the complete assessment 
document.  The Trustees, in conjunction 
with the Chapel Renovation Committee will 
then determine a course of action for work 
on Chapel renovation.  The condition 
assessment by Lord-Aeck-Sargent will be 
funded through Trustee funds and Chapel 
improvement projects funded by the 
donations made to the Chapel fund. 

If you have any questions or would like 
additional information, please contact Tom 
Atkinson, Trustee Chapel Project Manager, 
or Bill Hauserman, Chair, Decatur First UMC 
Trustee Committee. 

Encore! Encore! 
If you missed Dave 
Brewer's seven 
week class on 
"Twenty-four Hours 
That Changed the 
World," you get 
another chance to 
attend. Dave will be teaching the Koinonia 
Class on Sundays in August and September 
in the Gathering Room from 9:45-10:45 a.m. 
You are cordially invited to attend. 

DEAM News 
Folks are hungry in Decatur... what 
can you do to help? 
August is Decatur First UMC month to 
support DEAM, Decatur Emergency 
Assistance Ministry. Twenty-two 
churches in the Decatur area support 
DEAM.  If you have a minute, check out 
the new DEAM website for clients and 
member churches to access:  
www.DEAMDecatur.org.  
mm 
What does DEAM do for our Decatur 
neighbors in need?  
DEAM provides emergency assistance 
for  people who live in the Decatur area. 
In the first four months of 2011, over 
1500 folks were helped with rental 
assistance, utility bill payments, monthly 
food provisions and prescription medicine 
assistance.  

 
How can you help? Please bring the 
following non-perishable items to the 
church library during August:  

Rice, corn muffin mix, cereal, macaroni 
and cheese, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
toilet paper, tuna, pasta, sauce, Jello, 
tea.  

Money can also really make a difference 
now.  Any amount is welcome, even a 
few dollars can help feed a family for a 
few days.  Please mark your donation for 
DEAM. If you are interested in 
volunteering or have questions, please 
contact Quill Duncan 770-414-4766 or 
quillduncan@msn.com Thank you for all 
your donations to DEAM!  

Kni"ng Group 
Back by popular demand is the Knitting 
Group that will meet 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday nights, beginning 
September 7.  The group will be led by 
Cheryl Gutterres, our own knitting expert, 
with Cindy Rust assisting. We especially 
welcome beginning knitters, and for $10, 
Cheryl will  purchase your supplies for 
you to get started.  This group welcomes 
all people (men, women and youth) who 
are interested in knitting.  Contact Cheryl 
Gutterres at 404-633-6868 if you would 
like her to 
purchase your 
supplies and for 
more information. 
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September 2011 
NOW issue material  

must be submitted by email to 
mbrock@decaturfirst.org 

by noon Monday, August 20.   

August 1                   Ministry Leadership Council Mee$ng 

August 3                   Chancel Choir Rehearsals Resume 

August 14                 Promo$on Sunday 

August 7                   Decatur First 101 

August 14                 Choir Rehearsals Resume 

August 14-20           Decatur First’s week to serve meals at Hagar’s House 

August 28                 Autumn Eats 

August 28                 Joining Jubilee 

August 29                 Ministry Leadership Council Mee$ng 

August 31                 ASP Spaghe! Dinner 

September 5            Labor Day – Church O"ce Closed 

September 7            Café Decatur Begins 

September 16          Skate Night 

September 18          Music Sunday 

September 18          Administra•ve Board Mee•ng 

September 23-25    Chancel Choir Retreat 

September 28          Early History of Atlanta with Bob Hope 

October 1                 Blessing of the Pets 

October 3                 Ministry Leadership Council Mee•ng 

October 5                 Music Ministry Concert 

October 16               Laity Sunday 

October 19, 21-23  Drama Performance 

October 21              Skate Night 

October 22              Wesley Walk for Others 

October 23              Children’s Sunday 

October 28              Fall Fes•val 

SAVE•THE•DATE•



Faith in Action
Missional faith is our main course this summer - a seeking of God expressed through stretching  out hearts 
and hands in loving  service to neighbor.  Of course this comes with a heaping  side of fun and games, 
including  a relaxing  ßoat down the Chattahoochee, free chicken sandwiches, and evenings building 
friendships at each othersÕ houses.  But as ASP and VBS linger on the taste buds of our minds, we have 
found continual renewed focus on what it means to understand our faith through missional activities.  In 
Sunday school, we have explored how important people (both Biblical and current day) have used their

(Continued on next page)

Clockwise from top  left: Cow Appreciation 
Day, Tubing, Afterglow, Appalachia Service 
Project

Upcoming Activities

July 29-30 Lock-in

July 31 UMYF

August 7 Senior Send-Off

Look for fall schedule coming soon!

youth
http://www.decaturÞrst.org/for_youth.html



Clockwise starting top left: Vacation Bible School, Appalachia Service Project, Afterglow, Cow Appreciation Day

ordinary situations to bring the light of Christ into this world in creative ways.  We have also learned that 
missional faith requires a healthy mix of word, deed, and sign, and that, in talking about and living out the 
good news of Jesus, God works in and through us.  This has been put into practice even further as we have 
volunteered with HagarÕs House and the United Methodist ChildrenÕs Home by offering the children at 
these places a fun, safe environment to know the joy of being kids - and the peace of being children of 
God.  Through hard manual labor as well as relational support we have participated in the many 
expressions of GodÕs love at work throughout the world and have come to know and love both God and 
those around us so much more.  This delightful, but sometimes difÞcult to stomach, missional sampler, has 
nourished us to be the hands and feet of God, uniting our gifts in a way that draws us closer to God and 
trains us to act in love.  Although we may not look forward to school starting again, I hope that we all look 
forward to the many new ways we can continually participate in GodÕs love through our missional faith.

August 2011


