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OUR MISSION: Our mission is to share the gift of Jesus Christ to move hearts  
and employ hands for the kingdom of God.  

Update on Helping Haiti 
 

UMCOR and Haiti have received more than $13,000 to date through Decatur First!  Thank you for your 
generous support of the United Methodist Committee on Relief’s work in Haiti following the earthquake.  
UMCOR will put these funds to work today and for years to come to strengthen and nourish the bodies 
and souls of the people of Haiti.   
 
Funds Raised with Virtual Bowling 
 
Last Sunday at United Methodist Youth Fellowship (UMYF), instead of spending $260 at the bowling alley, 
our youth knocked down 6495 virtual pins and raised over $500 for Haiti relief.  Thank you to everyone 
who sponsored our youth! 
 

UMCOR Health Kits 
 
Decatur First’s Mission Action Team is calling the congregation to assist in the collection of items for 
UMCOR Health Kits for the people of Haiti.  Items will be collected during the month of February.  The 
UMYF will be assembling as many health kits as possible during the month.  Kits will then be delivered to 
the UMCOR warehouse for distribution in Haiti and throughout the world.   
 
Only new items of the specified size can be used.   
 

Please follow this list closely: 
 
hand towels (15” x 25” up to 17” x 27”, no kitchen towels) 
washcloths 
combs (large and sturdy, not pocket-sized) 
nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or toenail clippers) 
bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 
toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper, no child-size brushes) 
adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages 

 
Bring your items to the church and place them in the boxes marked Haiti Health Kits.  Boxes are available 
at the rear parking lot entrance on the first floor and near the church office reception area.   
 
Toothpaste is no longer collected for these kits.  It often expires before the kits can be distributed.  
UMCOR purchases toothpaste in bulk to be added to each kit.   
 
If you prefer you may contribute cash for the purchase of supplies for the kits.  Please make your check 
payable to DFUMC and mark it Health Kits.   
 
If you would like to volunteer to assist in the purchase of supplies, to assemble the kits or to deliver the kits 
to the warehouse, please contact Fletcher Daley, Mission Action Team Chairperson at 404-286-2456 or 
fletcher-29@comcast.net.  



The Endowment Trust Fund 
 

In Memory of Mary & Bill Fox 
Elizabeth M. Fox 

 

In Memory of R. Pierce Head Jr. 
Rebecca S. Barnwell 
Jim Callahan family 

 

In Memory of Eugenia S. “Genie” Estes 
Betty and Jim Williams 

 

In Memory of Frederick R. “Fred” Pitman 
C. Niles Ray 
Pamela Pryor 

Betty and Jim Williams 
Linder and Harry Clark 

 

In Memory of Louise Sims 
Mary Cassady 

 
Chapel Renovation Fund 

 

In Memory of Sybil R. Herren 
Helene Mewborn 

Phil Reeves 
Anne M. Gramling 

 

In Memory of James C. “Jim” Hamrick 
Linder and Harry Clark 

 
Virginia Grimaud St. John Music Fund 

 

In Memory of Mildred Skelton Grant 
William A. St. John Jr. 

 

In Memory of Frederick R. “Fred” Pitman 
William A. St. John Jr. 

 

 In Memory of Eugenia S. “Genie” Estes 
William A. St. John Jr. 

 
Children’s Nursery 

 

In Memory of Kenneth L. Studdard 
Martha Stephens 

 
Senior Adult Ministry 

 

In Honor of Steve Heard 
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

Stillwell Maintenance Fund 
 

In Honor of the Robert W. Espy III Family 
Judy Tabb 

 

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Russ Richards 
Jan and Bob Espy 

 

In Honor of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Oltman 
Jan and Bob Espy 

Gifts Given to Decatur First 
 Honduras Outreach 

 
In Honor of Elizabeth Thompson’s 102nd Birthday 

Ellen Bryson 
 

Honduras Outreach Mission Trip 
 

In Memory of Helen Eickhoff 
Linder and Harry Clark 

 
Music Ministry 

 

In Memory of Eugenia S. “Genie” Estes 
Jean and Lawrence Brice 

 

In Memory of Winifred Ruthe Proctor 
Shirley and Phil Guy 

 

In Honor of Jenny Garner 
Beth, Charles and Emerson Dixon 

 

In Honor of Robert Dixon 
Beth, Charles and Emerson Dixon 

 
Children’s Ministry 

 

In Memory of Kenneth L. Studdard 
Hazel E. Studdard 

 
Youth Music Mission 

 

In Honor of Marion Ingalls 
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 

In Honor of Mildred Heffelfinger 
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 

In Honor of Cindy Rust 
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 

In Honor of Melinda Mobley 
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

Global Health Action 
 

In Honor of Dr. Julia Gary 
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 

In Honor of Marion Ingalls 
Fellowship Sunday School Class 

 
Hagar House 

 

In Honor of Jean and Steed Robinson 
Ichthus Sunday School Class 

 
Pastor’s Discretionary Fund  

 

In Honor of Joanna and Roger Quillen 
Ichthus Sunday School Class 
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“Faith, Hope and Love in Action” is the 
theme of UMW for 2010. What a great 
theme! This might be a goal for each of 

us every year. 
 We talk about faith, but do we really think of 
what it means? Hebrews 11:1 says: “Faith is the as-
surance of things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.” I can’t think of a better definition. Can 
you? 
 In Deuteronomy 7:9 we read, “Know therefore 
that the Lord your God is God; he is a faithful God, 
keeping his covenant of love to a thousand genera-
tions of those who love him and keep his com-
mands.” Faith is reciprocal. God made a covenant 
with Israel that each person was expected to adhere 
to. God in his love for us also has faith which never 
fails. Do we do the same with God? 
 God’s faith is expressed to us by means of the 
sacraments. Donald Baillie, a Christian writer, is ex-
cerpted in Christian Believer, “We cannot create our 
faith in God, we cannot make ourselves trust in him. 
Our faith must be his gift…” (pp. 147-148)  His 
grace leads us to our faith; his grace is brought to us 
through the sacraments. Communion is a symbolic 
gift of his grace and by accepting the gifts of bread 
and wine we express our faith – a reciprocal act. 
 I recently finished reading Mitch Albom’s latest 
book, have a little faith, which I highly recommend. 
It’s about how two very different men live out their 
faith. I also encourage you to read Hebrews Chapter 
11 which gives a review of how persons who were 
believers of God lived out their faith in the Old Tes-
tament. 
 Is your faith one that is lived actively? 

United Methodist Women 

President’s corner 

“Faith, Hope & Love in Action” 

Decatur First 

Monday, February 8, 2010 
 12 noon Circle 10,GR 
 7:00pm  Circle 12 at the home of Ruthie Wood,  
  3135 Terramar Dr, Chamblee 

Tuesday, February 9, 2010 
 10;00 am General  Meeting, FH 
 11:00 am  Circles 4-5-7 in their rooms 
 12:15 pm  -Lunch,  FH 
 6:30 pm Circle 11,Rm 209 

The Purpose of United Methodist Women  
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as 
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the 
global ministries of the church. 

Blessings, 
Cheryl 

GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, February 9, 

2010 
10:00 a.m. - Fellowship Hall 

“DFUMC Visitation” with 
Jim & Rev. Diana Roberts 

February Mission Opportunity: 

Northside Shepherd Center 
Northside Shepherd Center is a community center in 
Atlanta, providing a ministry to older Atlantans with 
opportunities for fellowship through meals, Bible 
study, crafts, field trips and other activities. Its sup-
port system enables these citizens to continue living 
in their own homes. 
 Sharon Hulette is our Keywoman to the Center. 
She reports the center can always use personal toilet-
ries like soap, toothpaste, lotion, etc.  

February Hostess 
Circle 5 
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 5 Elaine Thurston 
 6 Elizabeth Nicholson 
 11 Patricia Byers 
 11 Anne Kelleher 
 13 Tommye Mueller 
 24 Lois Durling 
 27 Melinda Mobley 

CANCER SEWING 
Tuesday - Feb. 23, 2010 

10 a.m.- 12 noon 
in Fellowship Hall 

        A note of thanks  
to each of you who brought food and 

those of you who served as hostesses for 
the Annual Meeting of Church Women 
United that was held at DFUMC on Janu-
ary 15.  
 It was a beautiful day and a well or-
ganized meeting. These ecumenical 
women, who are involved in mission 
much as we are, were very appreciative 
of our hospitality and refreshments. 

Cheryl  

News of our members 
Welcome this new member 
Circle 12  
Jeanne Allen .................... 404-371-9964 
1005 Oxford Rd NE, Atlanta 30306-2605 

Sympathy to  
Sacra Vaughan (Circle 12) on the death 
of her brother, Joe Faull, in Williams-
burg, VA, December 1. 

Please be in prayer for: 
Several of our members who have serious 
medical concerns. 

UMW Birthdays 
in February 

 

Decatur First UMW 
Local Mission Projects 

 
Aldersgate 

Atlanta Hospital  
Hospitality House 
Breakthru House 
Cancer Sewing 

Church Women United 
Decatur–Area Emergency  

Assistance Ministry  
(D.E.A.M.) 

Food Pantry (D.E.A.M.) 
Global  Health Action 
Lost  Boys Foundation 
Marta Tokens (DCM) 
Mountain View Home 

Murphy-Harpst 
Northside Shepherd Center 

Our House 
United Methodist  
Children’s Home 
Villa International 

Wesley Community Centers 
Women’s Resource Center 

FEBRUARY 2010 

 8 Monday -UMW Circle 10, 12 noon, GR 
 8 Monday -UMW Circle 12, 7:00 pm in the home 
 9 Tuesday -UMW General Meeting, 10 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
 9 Tuesday -Day Circles 4-7 meet, 11:00 a.m. Various rooms 
 9 Tuesday -UMW Luncheon, 12:15 p.m.,  
 9 Tuesday -UMW Circle 11, 6:30 pm, Rm 209 
 16 Tuesday -UMW Reading Group, L, 1:30 p.m. 
 22 Monday -UMCH Auxiliary Mtg, 11:00 a.m. Program: Short-term Housing. 
 22 Monday -Cancer Pad Sewing setup,  FH - 1:30-3:30 p.m.  
 23 Tuesday -Cancer Pad Sewing, FH, 10 a.m.-12 noon   

Dates to Remember 
FH = Fellowship Hall    L = Adult Library   GR = Gathering Room  

Special thanks to First Vice President Marie Nitschke for the great job she did producing a new yearbook. 
This is a monumental task and the result is a handsome publication with up-to-date information. Knowing 
how quickly information changes Marie asks that we let her  know if there are any changes/corrections to be 
made. You can reach her at 404-373-6873, or email her at marienitschke@comcast.net 

ADO District UMW  
District Day Apart 

Sunday, March 21, 2010 
 

3:00 - 5:00 PM 
 

County Line UMC 
3401 Old River Rd 

Ellenwood, GA 30049 

United Methodist 
Children’s Home Auxiliary 

Spring Flea Market & Bake Sale 

March 26 & 27, 2010 
Friday & Saturday 

9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
500 Columbia Drive,  Decatur, Georgia 



W e’re late!  We’re 
late!  For a very 
important date!  

No time to say hello, goodbye!  
We’re late, we’re late, we’re 
late!  Follow the white rabbit, 
Neo... 

  As I typed the list of 
important dates for the spring 
(just to the left), I found 
myself wondering what 
constitutes an “important 
date.”  Of about 182 days, I’ve 
identified about 20 or so I 
think are important.  
Important to whom?  To me?  
To the music ministry?  To 
the church?  To you? 

 That seems a bit 
presumptuous, don’t you 
think?  Here I am, the lowly 
director of music, telling you 
which dates are important.  
Wow.  Town of Arrogance, 
population: me!  That having 

Important Dates... 
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NOW Edition 
John Cowden, Director of Music 

Mitch Weisiger, Associate Director of Music 

Requiem for the Christ 

T he term “Requiem 
Mass” refers to a mass 
for the dead, 

traditionally celebrated in the 
Catholic church.  It gets its 
name from the opening 
sequence, “Requiem 
aeternam, dona eis requiem.”  
Rest eternal, give to them 
rest.  Early composers often 
composed music for these 
services to commemorate the 
dead and plea with God for 

their souls. 

 In the centuries that 
followed, composers began to 
use the requiem form to write 
concert pieces, works that, 
though based on these sacred 
texts, were never intended to 
be sung in worship. 

 Or perhaps they believed 
as I do that simply singing the 

(Continued on page 2) 

NOW Edition 

Important Dates 
• February 5-7 

Youth Choir Retreat 
• February 16 

Pancake Supper Youth 
Music Mission Fundraiser 

• February 17 
Ash Wednesday Service 

• March 6 
Jubilate! Music Mission 

• March 28 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

• March 28 
Chancel Choir Requiem 
Service (with orchestra) 

• March 28-April 2 
Holy Week Midday 
Services 

• April 1 
Maundy Thursday Meal 

• April 2 
Good Friday Taizé Service 

• April 4 
Easter Sunday 

• April 28 
3rd Annual Staff Skit and 
Dinner 

• May 5 
Children’s Choirs End of 
the Year Concert 

• June 7-12 
Youth Music Mission 

• June 14-18 
Vacation Bible School 

• June 28-(TBA) 
Children’s Music Summer 
Camp 

• July 4 
Patriotic Concert 

• July 5 
We all fall down. 

Pancake Supper 
or 

DFUMC Waffle-Inator 

 For a few years now, we 
have offered a pancake supper 
on Shrove Tuesday (Mardi 
Gras, Fat Tuesday).  It serves a 
couple of purposes.  First, it is a 
great time of fellowship for the 
church.  Second, it is a 
fundraiser that benefits the 
youth music mission.  You have 
come to expect this event to be 
fun and tasty, particularly since 
it features the waffle stylings of 
Chef Sara (aka Sally Winter).  
This year, the date is February 
16, and pancakes will be served 
from 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm. 

 Well, last year, Beth 
Gibson called Sally out.  I can’t 
remember her words exactly, 
but I believe they went 
something like, “Sally, my 
waffles run circles around your 
waffles.”   Imagining a waffle 
running in circles around 
another kept me amused for 
some time. 

 So this year, the pancake 
supper, in addition to being a 
place to eat all the pancakes 
you care to eat (with meats and 
juice), is also an opportunity for 
you to help us settle the 
dispute.  Who makes the best 
waffles?  It is Chef Sara?  Is it 
worthy challenger Beth 

(Continued on page 2) 

been said, I believe that those 
dates are important to you. 

 Some of the dates are 
important to you because you 
would enjoy attending.  The 
first is an annual fundraiser 
for the youth, the Shrove 
Tuesday pancake supper 
(more information in the 
article to the right).  You 
might also enjoy attending 
the Chancel Choir’s 
performance of Mozart’s 
Requiem (even though it’s 
largely by one of his 
students...a detail for 
exploration some other time).  
This is a concert with 
orchestra, the presentation of 
a Requiem for the Christ on 
Palm/Passion Sunday.  There 
are also several other services 
and concert events for you to 
attend, all of which will be 
the excellent work of  your 

(Continued on page 2) 



NOW Edition 

The InChoirer, page 2 

music ministry, right here at Decatur 
First. 

 There are also several dates that may 
at first seem unimportant to you, meaning 
that you read them and thought, “A-ha!  
That John, he’s clearly missed the mark.  
The Jubilate Music Mission isn’t 
important to me!” 

 Of course, I believe you would be 
wrong about that (if you said it).  The 
Jubilate Music Mission is new this year.  
It’s a sort of toned down version of the 
Youth Choir Music Mission in the 
Summer.  Our oldest children’s choir will 
sing in ministry to several facilities in the 
metro area, followed by a  time of fun.  
Why is that important?  It is ministry in 
your name and on your behalf.  I tell the 

Important Dates... 
(Continued from page 1) 

children and the youth that when we 
are on mission trips, we represent not 
just ourselves and our choir, but our 
church, our denomination, and our 
faith...in short, we represent you.  
Because we represent you, we also 
covet your prayers for a successful and 
safe mission. 

 And there are some dates that are 
included because even if they are less 
important to you, they may be 
important to someone you know.  For 
example, this year we will be offering 
a summer music camp for children at 
the end of June.  Perhaps you don’t 
have children (or your children are 
grown), but if you have neighbors, 
friends, grandchildren, etc who might 
benefit from this camp, we’d love it if 
you’d send them our way. 

 I say often that music is clearly 

important to the people of Decatur 
First.  You have a history of 
supporting a vibrant music ministry in 
a way that many churches do not.  It is 
my honor and privilege to serve as the 
director of that ministry today.  I 
believe that you have an important roll 
to play.  Even if you never sing or play 
a note, the music ministry needs your 
help.  We need your prayers for our 
events.  We need your presence at our 
events.  We need your gifts to sustain 
our events.  We need your service 
(musical or otherwise) for our events, 
as many hands make light work.  And 
we need your witness for our events.  
Spread the word.  Bring your friends.  
This is a ministry (one of  many) you 
can be proud of! 

 Yes, Virginia, these dates are 
important to you.  How you respond 
to them, that is up to you. 

pieces constitutes an experience of 
worship.  This year, the Chancel Choir 
will perform Mozart’s Requiem with 
orchestra  on Palm/Passion Sunday 
afternoon (March 28) at 5:00. 

 Through this concert, we 
commemorate and bemoan the death of 
our Savior, all the while acknowledging 

Requiem 
(Continued from page 1) 

the paradox that it was his death that 
leads directly to our living.  Just as we 
celebrated the birth of Emmanuel in 
December with music, so now we 
remember his death. 

 But the singing of a requiem is far 
more than calling to mind the death of 
the Christ.  It is pleading with God to 
ease his suffering.  It is remembering 
our own mortality and thus pleading 
for our own souls. 

 Make no mistake.  The Chancel 
Choir is presenting a concert of the 
Mozart Requiem.  But more than that, 
it is an experience of worship, and it is 
one that you will not want to miss.  It 
is the very intersection of our horror 
and our hope—the death of our 
Christ, and the beginning of our lives. 

Gibson?  You are hereby invited to “Iron 
Chef: Waffle Edition.”  You will be 
allowed to vote for your favorite waffle 
chef, and at 7:00, we will crown the first 

Pancake Supper 
(Continued from page 1) 

ever “DFUMC Waffle-inator.” 

 Folks, you don’t want to miss 
this.  You can’t miss this.  You’ll kick 
yourself into the middle of next week 
if you miss this.  Waffles by Chef Sara 
and Beth Gibson?  Fundraising for the 

youth?  A great meal for a little money?  
The crowning of the DFUMC Waffle-
inator?  Holy smokes, y’all, I’m getting 
all excited just thinking about it, and I 
know you are too.  So write it on your 
calendar.  I’ll see you there. 



In Memoriam 
 

Dorothy Newton 
December 13, 2009 

 
Frederick R. “Fred” Pitman, Sr. 

December 25, 2009 
 

Eugenia S. “Genie” Smith Estes 
December 27, 2009 

 
James L. “Jim” Hamrick 

December 30, 2009 
 

Rosalyn Luther 
January 5, 2010 

 
Sympathy  

 
To Lee and Nancy Proctor, Sara and Catherine, on the 

death of Lee’s mom, Ruthe Proctor, in Greensboro, 
Georgia on December 29, 2009.   

 
To Lora and Jack Brantley on the death of Jack’s 

brother, Robert Brantley, on December 29, 2009 in 
Snellville. 

 
To Jean and Jerry Eickhoff, Kelly and John Holyoak, 

Christian and Shane, Renee and Brent Eickhoff, 
Brent and Trace on the death of Jerry’s mother, 
Helen Goldie Cope Eickhoff, on January 9, 2010 in 
Decatur.  

 
To Natalie and Don Slaton on the death of Don’s 

father, Ralph Slaton, on January 11, 2010 in Miami, 
Florida. 

 
To Paige and Rob Castellow, Will and Grant on the 

death of Paige’s father, David Leroy Snyder, on 
January 14, in Martinsville, Indiana.   

 
Our Newest Members 

 
Karen and David Burns 

Anna and Ryan 
212 Pinehurst Street, Decatur, Georgia 30030 

404-354-8000 
 

Susan and Glenn Schuffenhauer 
185 Coventry Road, Decatur, Georgia 30030 

678-592-4454 

Our Church Family Save the Date 
 
February 2 – 6  Church Directory Photos 
February 5 – 7  Youth Choir Retreat 
February 11  Preschool Night at Chick-fil-A 
February 15  Office Closed - Presidents’ Day 
February 16  Pancake Supper Fundraiser 
February 17  Ash Wednesday Service 
February 19  Big Band Dance 
February 19  Skate Nite 
February 19 - 21 Confirmation Retreat 
February 21 – 27 Honduras Mission Trip 
February 24  Wednesday Lenten Series Begins  
   (Movie & Supper) 
February 28 – Mar 3 Mississippi Mission Trip 
March 4 – 7  Radio Show Performances 
March 7  Unity Chili Round Up Lunch  
   with the Oconee River Boys 
March 10  Mothers’ Support Group Begins 
March 11  Happy Hearts Dinner and Program 
March 12  Skate Nite 
March 21  Administrative Board Meeting 
March 28  Easter Egg Hunt 
March 28  Mozart Requiem Concert 
March 29 – April 2 Holy Week Noon Services/Lunches 
April 1   Maundy Thursday Service  
April 2   Good Friday Taize Service  
April 4   Easter Sunday 
April 5   Office Closed – Easter Monday 
April 23 – 25  UMYF Lock-In 
April 25  ASP Auction and Potato Bar 
April 28   DFUMC Staff Skit and Dinner 

New Receptionist On Staff 
 

Bethany Eyrich, our new Administrative Assistant 
and Receptionist, was born in Kingsport, 
Tennessee, but has spent most of her life in Atlanta. 
She attended Dekalb county schools, graduating 
from Druid Hills High School, before going on to 
receive her Bachelors degree in Elementary 
Education from Furman University.  She spent 
several years working for August House Publishers 
in Buckhead as an Associate Editor.  She lives in 
Decatur with her husband Jeff, seven-month-old 
daughter Madison, and two cats, Garfield and 
Heathcliff. Bethany has been a member at Glenn 
Memorial UMC for twenty-two years and continues 
to worship there with her family.  In her free time, 
she enjoys reading and collecting children’s 
literature and loves to go skiing and sailing when 
she gets the chance. 
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Bishop In Residence................................................... L. Bevel Jones 
Minister Emeritus .......................................................... James Styles 
Senior Minister ........................................................ David S. Naglee 
Associate Minister ..........................................................Frank Brock 
Accounting Manager ...........................................................Julia Hsu 
Administrative Assistant and Receptionist ...............Bethany Eyrich 
Administrative Assistant to the Senior Pastor........... Merrilee Brock 
Church Host.................................................................David Mobley 
Director of Care and Records ....................................... Sally Winter 
Director of Children’s Ministry..................................Phyllis Conard 
Director of Children’s Morning Out ........................ Eloise Ragsdale 
Director of Children’s Music .................................... Lori McMahan 
Director of Kids’ Rock!............................................ Beth Buchweitz 
Director of Music ......................................................... John Cowden 
Director of Weekday Kindergarten ..................... Joanne Hauserman 
Facilities Manager ........................................................ Randy Beebe 
Maintenance .................................................................Retha Murray 
Maintenance ......................................................................Paul Stone 
Maintenance ...........................................................Demario Holman 
Maintenance .....................................................................Oscar Cruz 
Minister to Youth .......................................................... Danny Yang 
Missionaries.................................................... Ted & Carla Warnock 
Ministers to Senior Adults................................Jim & Diana Roberts 
Nursery Supervisor........................................................Lora Biccum 
Office Manager............................................................Becky Sawyer 
Organist and Associate Director of Music ............Mitchell Weisiger 
Supervised Ministry Intern.............................................Mark Batten 
Supervised Ministry Intern............................................. Ben Gosden 
Supervised Ministry Intern.....................................Steve Simoneaux 
Weekend Pastor On Call ............404-863-1043 

300 E. Ponce de Leon Avenue 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 

March 2010 NOW issue material 
must be submitted by email to  

mbrock@decaturfirst.org 
noon Friday, February 19, 2010.  

Big Band Dance 
 
Invite your friends and neighbors to the 15th 
annual Big Band Dance to benefit the 2010 
Appalachia Service Project summer trip on 
Friday, February 19 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.  There will be live music by Bob 
Martin and the Roswell New Horizons Band.  
Tickets will be on sale soon, $10 for adults and 
$5 for students under 12.   

 
A complimentary “by reservation only” nursery is available from 6:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. to allow parents to go out to dinner in Decatur before the 
dance.  Make your nursery reservation by contacting Phyllis Conard at 
404-378-4541 or pconard@decaturfirst.org. 

 

In addition to the regular Sunday worship schedule, 
the Church Bus will provide transportation for the 
following upcoming events: 
 

February 16 Pancake Supper Fundraiser 
  Pickup time:  5:15 p.m. 
February 17 Ash Wednesday Service 
  Pickup time:  6:00 p.m. 
February 24 Lenten Series and Supper 
  Pickup time:  5:15 p.m. 

  

The special event bus route will stop at Clairmont Oaks and Philips Tower.  
Please be available at the above times — but note that the actual pickup time at 
your stop may vary according to the route and number of trips required.  

 



Aldersgate 
In Honor of 

Dr. David & Mrs. Cindy Naglee by Cheryl Gutterres 
Gift from 

Valda Hammersley 
 

ASP 
In Honor of 

Audrey Daire Miller by Fletcher Daley 
Karen, Perry, Caroline, & Mitchell Patterson by Fletcher Daley 

Lori, James, Sam, Joey, & Rosie Ronca by Fletcher Daley 
New Beginnings Sunday School Class by Dean & Penny Ratliff 

Gifts from 
Dolly & Wayne Moy 
Valda Hammersley 

 
Breakthru House 

In Honor of 
Lori by Jill Thompson 

Gifts from 
Barbara Greenig 

Dolly & Wayne Moy 
Valda Hammersley 

 
Decatur Cooperative Ministry 

In Honor of 
New Beginnings Sunday School Class by Dean & Penny Ratliff 

Gifts from 
Dolly & Wayne Moy 

The Wilsons 
 

Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry 
In Memory of 

Sally & Posey Johnston Jr. by Sylvia & Bob Vosburgh 
Dr. Charles A. Greenig by Barbara Greenig 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Kidder by Barbara Greenig 

In Honor of 
DFUMC Staff by Carolyn McDowell 

Lee Hale Brown by Kathryn & Johnny Dunn 
Gifts from 

Dolly & Wayne Moy 
The Wilsons 

 

DFUMC Mission Action Team Initiatives 
In Honor of 

Bishop & Mrs. Bev Jones by Carolyn McDowell 
 

Heifer Project International 
In Honor of 

Chloe Kiernicki by Jim Kiernicki 
Nancy & Warren Weber by Jim Kiernicki 

Helen Mortimer by Jim Kiernicki 
Gift from 

Valda Hammersley 
 

Mountain View Personal Care Home 
In Memory of 

Dr. Charles A. Greenig by Barbara Greenig 
In Honor of 

Laurie Kiernicki by Jim Kiernicki 
 

Our House 
Gift from 

Valda Hammersley 
 

United Methodist Children’s Home 
In Memory of 

Sally & Posey Johnston Jr. by Sylvia & Bob Vosburgh 
Elizabeth Turner by Anne & James Evans 

In Honor of 
Mrs. Jane Bennett by Barbara Greenig 

 
Wesley Woods 

In Memory of 
Thomas Evans by Anne & James Evans 

In Honor of 
Dr. Allen & Wonderful Staff at Atlanta Hematology & Oncology 

by Barbara Greening 
 

Women’s Resource Center 
Gift from 

Valda Hammersley 
 

The New Beginnings Sunday School Class thanks the 
congregation for its support of these organizations through our 

annual Alternative Giving Program. 

ALTERNATIVE GIVING – 2009 

Women and Faith: What Can We Learn from Others? 
 

Two women from the Refugee Women’s Network (RWN) will speak to adult Sunday School Classes on February 7 and February 14 
at 9:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. in Room 305.  Everyone is welcome. 
 
The two speakers are Satyam Barakoti and Sumaya Karimi.  They are of the Hindu and Muslim faiths, respectively, and will talk about 
the RWN and how their faiths guide their lives and work.  Ms. Barakoti is the Communications and Advocacy Coordinator for RWN. 
She has spent over 10 years working with women on various women’s empowerment issues like economic development, political 
and social empowerment, domestic violence and human rights.  Satyam is a Hindu and was born and raised in Nepal. She came to 
the United States for higher education.  Sumaya Karimi is the Leadership Program Coordinator with the Refugee Women’s 
Network.  She came to the United States as a refugee from Afghanistan in 2000 and has been working with the refugee community 
ever since.  She has worked more than 10 years designing and implementing programs in Afghanistan, and in the refugee and 
immigrant communities in the United States. She has a medical degree from Afghanistan and a Diploma on Education and 
Development from the Kimach College of Ireland.  
 

Please call Quinn Hudson with any questions 404-325-7844. 



Don’t Miss Out on the New Directory 
Have you ever wondered the name of the sweet family that sits 
behind you in church?  Have you ever turned to the pictorial 
directory and not been able to find them?  Don’t be the one 
who is missing from our 2010 directory.  Make your 
appointment today.  Photography appointments are now being 
made for   
February 2 - 6, and February 9 - 13.  Lifetouch will open more 
dates as needed.  
 
Even if you are not a member of Decatur First yet, please have a 
picture of your family made for the directory.  Everyone is 
welcome to utilize Lifetouch’s portrait services.  
 
Make your appointment today online at www.decaturfirst.org 
or call toll free 1-866-752-8903, ext 59410.  All families who 
have their pictures made will be entered in a drawing for a free 
prize!   

 
Bible Studies 
 
It is time again to think about Bible Studies.  Decatur First 
leadership is in the process of putting together some really great 
classes for the Winter/Spring season and are excited that the 
following studies will be offered. 
  
The Bright Sadness - a six week study  
by Mark Batten 
(Day and Time – TBD) 
 
Christianity 101: What Does it Mean to Be a Christian?  
a six week study  
by Ben Gosden 
(Day and Time – TBD) 
 
The Inward Journey - a six week study 
By Dr. David Naglee 
Tuesday mornings at 6:30 a.m.  
and Sunday evenings at 5:00 p.m. 
 
Matthew - a six week study 
by Steven Simoneaux –  
(Day and Time – TBD) 
  
We hope that you will prayerfully consider participating in one 
of these classes.  It is a great way to increase your biblical 
knowledge as well as getting to know new people who are as 
eager to learn more about God as you are.  Look for more 
information about the dates and times for these classes on the 
website and in future publications. 

A Bowl of Soup for DEAM  
The youth of DFUMC will conduct a "Soup-er Bowl" 
for DEAM on Superbowl Sunday, February 
7.  Representatives of the youth program will be 
present at the exits from the Sanctuary following 
both services and request that each member present 
donate $1 for a "Bowl of Soup for DEAM."  DFUMC 
has a longstanding tradition of support for this 
outstanding community service program and the 
youth wish to make this extra effort to respond to 
DEAM's current needs. 

 
Honduras 
Now that the political situation has eased and life is 
fairly back to normal in Honduras, our mission trip is 
set to go!!  The group will be leaving on February 20 
returning either the 27th or 28th depending on 
whether folks will be staying to enjoy the beautiful 
city of Tegucigalpa for a day.  Again we will be 
going with our Mountain Park United Methodist 
Church friends and we will be going to a new village 
this year, Corral Viejo.  We will be putting in 
chimneys, concrete floors, latrines, and replacing 
roofs.  We also plan on spending time with the 
children after school playing with them and making 
various crafts as well as possibly working in the 
school and with the women of the village.  In 
addition, as we did last year, we will be sponsoring a 
soccer tournament between villages where we will 
be giving out trophies to the winners. Mountain 
Park’s Mike Leone is putting this together with our 
own Frank Brock helping out as a referee.  Look for 
a report in the March NOW on the trip. 
 
Pancakes…and the Waffle-inator 
Who will be crowned "DFUMC Waffle-inator" in 
2010?  Come cast your vote at the annual Shrove 
Tuesday youth music mission fundraiser.  This year's 
dinner (February 16, pancakes served from 6:00 
p.m. to 7:15 p.m.) features a competition between 
Chef Sara (Sally Winter) and Beth Gibson to see 
who makes the best waffles.  Come, support the 
youth, and enjoy this time of fellowship! 
 
Radio Show 
As you have seen in the last few bulletins, the Radio 
Show is coming in March!!  Before the show, 
though, we have to hold auditions to find all the 
wonderful cast of characters you’ll see!!  Auditions 
will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 
February 6 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. and again 
on Tuesday, February 9 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.  There is no memorization involved in the 
Radio Show.  If you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact George Hickman at 404-371-9796. 



 
 
 
We are working to save the fantastic world 
with Jesus’………. 
   L –love like Jesus we are called to be  
   O -one to another, that is the key  
   V -is for vast, bigger than we can see  
   E -is for exceed, extreme, excess,  
 extraordinarily! 
 

 Jesus…born to teach us how to love. 
strength* faith* encouragment* 

humility*honesty*service* 
          empathy* sacrifice*forgiveness 

 

Kids’ Rock!  Is a Truth teaching, Bible believing, praise 
singing, fun having, worship time for elementary children.  
K-5th grade.  9:30, Sunday, Fellowship Hall.  
Be There! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Cosmic Adventure Praising God! 
 

Vacation Bible School 2010 
June 14—18 

Monday-Friday, 9am-12pm 
 

Fee-based afternoon childcare will  
be available daily until 5:30 pm 

 
Eligible Ages - 

Rising Pre-Kindergarten—5th grade 
for 2010-11 school year  

 

Registration begins in March! 

 
 

New Baby  
Recognition 

 
 

 

25 babies were born in 2009 to DFUMC 
families!  Proud parents & babies were  
honored in church on January 31: 
 
Oliver Andrews  Robert M. Beeson 
Wyatt Blair  Grant Castellow 
James Cottengim Lucy Cowden  
Trace Eickhoff  Liam Favre  
Owen Flake  Emerson Foster 
Laura Gaines  Owen Harrell  
Harper Hughes Caroline Jackson  
Avery Johnston Kelsey Knoblauch 
Audrey Miller  Julliet Phillips  
Luke Ragains  Lucille Roscoe 
Franklin Shofner Christopher Struby 
Wilder Thomas Donovan Turner 
William Ziesenitz  

Wednesday Toddler Play Group 
 

Meets Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am 
Room #102 

 

A great time to bring your little one to play  
 and get to know other parents! 

 

Contact Jill Ivey for more information - 
iveyjill@aol.com 

Spring Study Group for Mothers 
 

“Hurry Less, Worry Less - 
10 Strategies for Living the Life You Long For” 

By Judy Christie (2005) 
 

An informal support & study group for mothers 
seeking to live compassionate and faithful lives 

while balancing the daily demands of work & home life 
 

Meets Wednesday evenings ~ March 10-May 5 
7:30 coffee, 8-9 book discussion — Led by Phyllis Conard 

 

 Register by February 26 by contacting Phyllis Conard at: 
pconard@decaturfirst.org  or  404-378-4541 x 14 



Decatur First Leadership 2010 
 

Administrative Board 
 

Chairperson - Quinn Hudson 
 

Vice Chairperson - Ty Tippett 
 

Secretary - Lynn Peek 
 

Treasurer - Harry Stillwell 
 

Lay Leader - Sharon Brewer 
 

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference - John Robinson 
    

Lay Delegate to Annual Conference - Joanna Putman 
 

Ministry Leadership Council Chairperson - Melissa Heffner 
 

Finance Committee Chairperson - Ron Jackson 
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee Chairperson - Jeff Mayo 
 

Trustees Chairperson – TBA …….elected by Trustees 
 

Endowment Trust Chairperson - Julie Childs 
 

Building Committee Chairperson - Sue Church 
 

United Methodist Women’s President -Cheryl Gutterres 
 

Boy Scout Representative-Eric Tumperi 
 

Girl Scout Representative - Linda Tumperi 
 

Weekday Children’s Ministry Board Chairperson - Allen Butler 
 

Records and History Chairperson -Lucille Traylor 
 

Youth Representative - Caroline Patterson  
 

Senior Minister - Dr. David Naglee 
 

Associate Minister - Frank Brock  
  

At Large Members 
 

2010 2011 2012 
Susan Buie Roberts Bill Ivey Greg Zimmerman 
Bob Vosburgh Doris Mann John Bolen 
Shelly Head Chad Greer Leigh Hooten 
Tim Edmunds  Bob Hope  Michael Head 
Rick Gillig   Virginia Knox  Clair Wallace 
Rick Estes   Jim Heffner   Cliff Howard 

 



Ministry Leadership Council 
 
Chairperson 
 Melissa Heffner 
 
Vice Chairperson/Secretary 
 Melinda Mobley  
 
Young Children’s Action Team Co - Chairs
 Jill Ivey 
 Kari Knoblauch 
 
Youth Action Team Co - Chairs  
   Tom and Lucy Henner 
 
Senior Adult Action Team Chair  

Joel and Helen Byars 
 
Family Ministry Action Team Co - Chairs - TBA
  
Discipleship Action Team Chair  
            Julie Childs 
 
Shepherds Action Team Chair - TBA  
   
Education Action Team Co - Chairs  
            Harriett Kersey 
 
Worship Action Team Chair  
             George Hickman 
 
Communication Action Team Chair - TBA 
               
Stewardship Action Team Co - Chairs  
             Dick Parker  
   TBA 
 
Missions Action Team Chair  
            Fletcher Daley 
 
United Methodist Women’s President  
            Cheryl Gutterres 
 
Drama Action Team Co - Chairs  
            Melinda Mobley 
            Sharon Brewer 
 
Young Adult Action Team Co - Chairs  
           Ben Gosden 
 Laura Perry  
 
Creation Care Action Team Chair                                                                          

Doug Joyner 


