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For as the rain 
and the snow 
come down from 

heaven, And do not 
return there without 
watering the earth 
And making it bear 
and sprout, And 
furnishing seed to the 
sower and bread to 
the eater; 
 
 – Isaiah 55:10

“Welcomed by God, Welcoming All”
2017 Theme: ”A Call to Community to do Greater Works” 

John 14:12 NRSV

Sandy

Happy New Year!

I hope your holidays were full of love, laughter 
and warmth!  This is an exciting time for our 
UMW. We have a great line up of educational 
and informative programs this year.  We wel-
come Circle 13 to our Decatur First Unit. We are 
hosting a church-wide mission study, “Living in 
a Covenant Community,” on Saturday, February 
24 in the fellowship hall. Rev. Eric Powell will be 
facilitating this discussion and you do not want to 
miss it. And, we plan to reschedule our Christmas 
Tea on February 10 just in time to celebrate Valentine’s Day.

The 2018 UMW theme is “The Power of Bold”  2 Corinthians 3:11-12 - “So if the 
old way, which has been replaced, was glorious, how much more glorious is the 
new, which remains forever! Since his new way gives us such confidence, we can 
be very bold.”

It’s a new year, let’s embrace the power of God’s glory and take on opportunities 
to do even more great work for our church and our communities - let’s go out 
and be BOLD.  For we are United Methodist Women.  

God bless you!

Changes for the newsletter
I have enjoyed my time with you so much. Learning about the stength and  
communnity of UMW has been my joy. However, back in August I took a full time 
position with a national organization that threw my schedule completely out of 
whack. I traveled seven weeks out of eight during the fall and then the holidays 
came. Sandy asked me to step down from the newsletter and although I have 
enjoyed the work, the pressure to produce the newsletter with my schedule has 
been unfair to everyone. 

It was also decided that Sandy really needed more support than I was able to 
give as Vice President. So I will regretfully be stepping down as Vice President 
too. I know the goal was for me to serve two years but it’s not fair to Sandy to not 
have the support she deserves. 

My time with UMW has been short but very rewarding. I am looking forward to 
see how God continues to move through you. 

Beth Bond
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Janaury
Tuesday, Janaury 9, 2017   
11:00am in Fellowship Hall  
Hostess - Circle 5 
Program: LBGTQ Work with Quinn Hudson

Monday, January 22, 2018 1:30 pm —  
Cancer pad setup 
Monday, January 23, 2018 10:00 am —  
Cancer pad sewing

Opportunities of Service
Janaury - Breakthru House
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Epiphany Reflection: Finding our 
Purpose
by Candace Simpson

Ephesians 3:1-12
Have you ever had an epipha-
ny? It’s a quick burst of an idea 
which makes an unexpected 
visit. In children’s movies, for 
example, the epiphany is the 
moment when a character finds 
something new about who she 
is. It is when a voice from the 
Great Beyond shares wisdom, 
when the music beckons us to reflect on our path, when the 
character learns the lesson she’s been escaping this whole time. 
This is the tearjerker. It’s when the plot’s conflict finally seems to 
be useful for the purposes of learning. The character finds that 
what was needed was always within her.

An epiphany is a revelation. You can’t plan for it, you can’t 
schedule it, you can’t force it to show up on your calendar. An 
epiphany seeks you. It’s an accidental meeting between yourself 
and the idea you’ve been chasing for some time.

Or is it?

Maybe an epiphany is not some accident. Perhaps it is also the 
consequence of working in community with people who can 
show you a “more excellent way.”

In Ephesians 3:1-12, Paul has his own epiphany. He finds 
that his purpose is to share the “news of the boundless riches 
of Christ” and “to make everyone see what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages.” He sounds like someone ready to do 
as Christ instructed. One would hope that he feels led to share 
food with neighbors and strangers, to offer his couch to a weary 
traveler, to protect women and intervene in violent trials.

Paul says that we have “access to God in boldness.” What do 
we need to be bold about? Who depends upon our boldness? 
And when we feel weak or unworthy, where do we draw encour-
agement for the journey?

In prayer, in silence, in deep reflection, in study and at dinner 
tables, such an epiphany might be revealed.

Candace Simpson is Faith and Justice Educator for United  
Methodist Women.

Proposed 2018 Calendar 
ADOX District UMW
Monday, January 29 District Lunch & Learn 

Mission Study (Snellville 
UMC)

Saturday, February 10 President’s Breakfast 
(Clifton UMC)

Sunday, March 18  District Lenten Service 
(Snellville UMC)

Saturday, April 21 Executive Team Meeting 
(Columbia Drive UMC)

 District Lunch & Learn 
Mission Study  
(Columbia Drive UMC) 

May 18-20  National Assembly  
(Columbus, Ohio)

Satruday, June 30  Local Unit Reports due 
to District President

Wednesday, August 1  District President’s  
Report due to  
Conference

Saturday, August 11 Executive Team Meeting 
(North Decatur UMC)

  District UBUNTU Day  
(North Decatur UMC)

August 17-18  District UBUNTU Trip  
(Murphy Harpst  
Campus)

Saturday, September 15 District Lunch & Learn 
Mission Study (Allgood 
Road UMC)

Monday, October 15  Local Unit Officers due 
to District Secretary

  District Officers and 
dates due to  
Conference Secretary

Saturday, October 13 District Annual Meeting/
Training Event (need 
host church)

Saturday, December 8 Executive Team Meeting 
(Kathy’s house)
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Birthdays
January

 
Kelli Stanyard – 5th

Jeanne Allen – 6th

Linda Tumperi – 8th

Faye Quade – 12th 

Sacra Vaughan – 13th

Lynn Peek – 23rd

Martha Williams – 29th

February
 

Phyllis Dinkins – 2nd

Marsha Yenna – 6th

Jean Robinson – 7th

Valda Hammersley – 11th

Anne Kelleher – 11th

Kathryn Blair – 13th

Tommye Mueller – 13th

Linda Owens – 13th

Melinda Mobley – 27th

Sue Williams – 27th

The Purpose of United Methodist Women: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative sup-
portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. The Purpose of 
United Methodist Women: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

Taking Risks Helps Us Grow
by Harriett Jane Olson

United Methodist Women members are 
totally committed to turning our faith in 
God through Jesus Christ into action. The 
more we know ourselves to be loved and 
called by God, the more enlisted we are in 
expressing God’s love for others. There-
fore, we have been working on behalf of 
women, children and youth—in our neigh-
borhoods, our countries and around the 
world—for going on 150 years.

As we tell this story, it is tempting to leave 
out the stories of “failures.” We shouldn’t! 
We know know, but we also keep that there 
were mission on addressing needs institu-
tions that closed for lack of support, either 
in terms of personnel or funding. We know that some fundraising efforts did 
not meet their targets. We know that after years of training, some missionaries, 
deaconesses and member leaders were not up to the challenges to which they 
were assigned and left their posts after a short time. Of course, this was for many 
reasons, including health and family needs at home, but not all the preparation 
had its intended results. The list could go on.

Of course, we should expect this. The dedication and planning and work that 
our foremothers invested in these efforts was careful and the lessons learned no 
doubt paved the way for future work, but they and injustices that affect women, 
children and youth. We don’t always choose the easiest way or the “low hang-
ing fruit” because we want long-term results. We are seeking to express God’s 
love and God’s call for justice, and often the easiest approaches are simply not 
adequate.

We should have our own stories of risktaking and perceived failures today. If we 
are working to address needs and injustices, we will need to plan and try and re-
vise and try again. God is still calling us and United Methodist Women members 
are still following Jesus into the world. Boldness and risk-taking are essential.

Harriett Jane Olson is general secretary and CEO of United Methodist Women.


