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Have I not com-
manded you? 
Be strong and 

courageous. Do not 
be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will 
be with you wherever 
you go.”

– Joshua 1:9 

“Welcomed by God, Welcoming All”
2017 Theme: ”A Call to Community to do Greater Works” 

John 14:12 NRSV

 

Birthdays
September

Penny Bartlett – 2nd

Carole Enright – 2nd

Jean Henry – 8th

Barbara Greenig – 10th

Robbie Corbett – 13th

Jackie Macomber – 14th

Becky Vinson – 25th

Joan Brand – 30th

October
Carol Jones – 3rd

Anne LeDuke – 3rd

Julie Childs – 5th

Frances Ray – 25th

Suzy Jennings – 26th

Harriet Kersey – 26th

Sandy Stewart-Kruger – 29th

Sandy

My dear 
friends, 

We have all 
attended 
meetings and 
conference 
gatherings 
where there is 
that one person 
who is consis-
tently “work-
ing the room,” where they know everyone’s 
name and they ask about their work, children 
or grandchildren.  Well, God was certainly 
“working the room” the night of the annual 
UMW covered dish dinner. There was plenty 
of laughter and intimate conversations about 
family, friends, recent travels and beloved pets. 
Some 56 guests enjoyed delectable bites and 
scrumptious desserts.  Marie Nitschke brought 
a cake with the inscription “Blessed be the tie 
that binds” of which quickly became the theme 
for the evening.  We were so delighted to have 
members from Columbia Drive and N. Deca-
tur UMW join us. We thank Dalton and Joya 
for sharing their families with us – even if it 
was a school night.  It was a very special op-
portunity to catch up with old friends and make 
new ones. The evening was packed full of fel-
lowship and love.  And, Neil Thompson wowed 
us with his magical melodies on the piano and 
his witty humor. Neil is quite funny in case you 
didn’t know.  Everyone had a wonderful time 
and we look forward to more opportunities to 
experience God’s grace with one another. 

On September 12 at 11:00 am in the Fellow-
ship Hall, we will welcome a representative 
from Murphy-Harpst to give us an update on 
their work in the community.  We invite you to 
join us for this wonderful presentation and a 
light lunch afterwards. 

Blessings of love and peace,
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September General Meeting 
Tuesday, September 12, 2017   
11:00am in Fellowship Hall  
Hostess - Circle 4 
Program: Murphy Harpst

Saturday, September 16, 2017 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
— District Mission Study, Columbia Drive UMC

Monday, September 25, 2017 1:30 pm —  
Cancer pad setup 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 10:00 am —  
Cancer pad sewing

Opportunities of Service
Women’s Resource Center

August Covered Dish
We had a wonderful covered dish with participants from Co-
lumbia Drive UMW and North Decatur UMW. The group was 
serenaded by Decatur First Organist, Neil Thompson. 
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United Methodist Women  
Condemns Hate and Violence  
in Charlottesville

United Methodist Women condemns the racism, anti-Semitism 
and bigotry that bred the violence and loss of life connected to 
a white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. We also 
lament the blindness of too many to the historical reality that 
the United States has from its very beginning been a multiracial 
country, built by a diverse population, not a “white nation” in 
need of being “taken back.” We decry the dog whistles of hate 
embedded in too much of today’s public discourse, which em-
bolden and nod to the sort of hate and violence that was openly 
on display in Charlottesville.

Even now we are encouraged by the many people of faith who 
joined with an interfaith group and others of good will to coun-
ter the hate that came to Charlottesville. We are encouraged 
by the many political leaders from all parties who named and 
spoke out against the viewpoints and the actions of the racist 
hate groups that organized the rally.

We urge United Methodist Women and the entire church to 
speak out and resist fear, hate and scapegoating. This is our 
Christian witness. The Hebrew prophets declared God is “ap-
palled” at silence in the face of injustice (Isaiah 59:14-16). 
Speaking up, participating in responses with others, standing 
without fear, living out our faith as we insist on racial justice 
is an essential component of our identity as United Methodist 
Women and as United Methodist Christians. As stated in the 
resolution, “Speaking Out for Compassion and Against Hate”:

“At a time of rising vitriol, racism, hate, and violence in the 
world born of deep economic crisis and global shifts, it is 
time for the church to speak out. If we do not, God will be 
appalled. We feel compelled to raise a prophetic voice chal-
lenging the climate of distrust, distortion of truth and fear, 
shifting the conversation to our common future. In many 
places, the level of anger has crossed a line in terms of ci-
vility. Whatever the disagreement about policy or program, 
this behavior is unacceptable. It represents a spiritual crisis 
that calls for us to respond by deepening our understanding 
of God’s call and filling our own deep yearnings for spiritu-
al wholeness, that can empower us to love and compassion 
without giving up our responsibility to speak out for justice.”

We urge United Methodist Women members to speak up for 
compassion and against hate and to organize against bigotry in 
their communities.

“speak 
and do not 
be silent.”

– Acts 18:9 | NRSV
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The Purpose of United Methodist Women: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative sup-
portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. The Purpose of 
United Methodist Women: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.

UMCOR Prepares for 
Tropical Storm Harvey
By Mary Andreolli*  

As the Texas gulf coast braces for tropical 
storm/hurricane Harvey, Texas and Louisi-
ana United Methodist disaster responders 
prepare for its arrival by coordinating sup-
plies and response activities. “Early response 
teams within each conference are on alert 
and churches that can provide relief housing 
are being identified,” according to UMCOR 
Director of U.S. Disaster Response, Cathy Earl. 
Disaster response coordinators are connecting 
to UMCOR’s relief supply system and budget-
ary assistance as they plan for shelter support 
along the evacuation routes.

As UMCOR continues to prepare for Harvey, 
please pray for those whose lives may be im-
pacted by this tropical storm/hurricane.

Those who wish to support the work of  
UMCOR as it responds to this and other 
disasters in the US are encouraged to give 
to UMCOR’s US Disaster Response Advance 
#901670.

Resources

Rio Texas Conference: Hurricane Harvey 
Information, Updates, and How You Can Help 
- https://riotexas.org/harvey

Texas Annual Conference: http://www.txcumc.
org/newsdetail/disaster-ministries-alert-poten-
tial-tropical-storm-hurricane-harvey-9102560

And Louisiana Annual Conference: http://
www.louisianadisasterresponse.com/  

*Mary Andreolli Director of Communications 
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