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Somewhere along the way I heard the true story of two 
GI's who, near the end of World War II, were in France and 
were trying to find a place to bury a dead comrade. They 
found a Catholic church, sought out the priest and asked 
his permission to bury their friend in the church cemetery.

The priest sadly, but firmly, told them that since their friend 
was not a Catholic, he couldn’t be buried within the fence 
that surrounded the consecrated ground. "But," he offered, 
"you can use any of the ground just outside the fence."

The two GI's sadly took their comrade's body outside the churchyard. They said, “If he can’t be on the inside, then we’ll get him 
as close as we can.”  So they walked around the fence to find the best place they could. They dug the hole, buried the body, 
covered it neatly, and went away. The next morning they returned with a plaque to mark the grave. But the grave was nowhere 
to be found. They walked around the fence, searching over and over for the grave of their friend, and found nothing.

Finally, reluctantly, they entered the church again to ask the priest what had been done with their friend's body. The priest responded, 
"After you left, I spent half the night worrying about what I had done. And I spent the rest of the night moving the fence."

Every time I think of that story, I remember something the Apostle Paul wrote to the members of the church in Ephesus.

“In Christ Jesus you who were once far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For He is our peace; in  
His flesh He has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility between us.”

That’s what Jesus did and does ... move fences, I mean, to include us all. Black/white. Native/immigrant. Rich/poor. Gay/
straight.  Old/young. Republican/Democrat. Churched/unchurched. In a world that seems intent on creating two new barriers for 
every one we tear down, may those of us who bear Christ’s name always be about moving fences. 

And may we always color outside the lines.

David

Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry
November is Decatur First's month to stock the pantry.  
What does Decatur Emergency Assistance (DEAM) need in November?

Please donate soups like "chunky" chicken or beef and cream of chicken, jiffy corn 
muffin mix, pasta sides like Hamburger Helper and any kind of canned fruit other than 
pears. All toiletries are welcome, especially bars of soap, toothpaste, deodarant and 
toilet paper. The travel-size toiletries are perfect if you have some to share.

In June, the 5th and 6th Grade kids in VBS volunteered at DEAM. The work the kids 
and other volunteers from Decatur First did that one morning was extremely helpful. 
They bagged tea and sugar, put donated food away in the pantry, made sacks for  
clients' food orders and bagged laundry detergent. They also learned about DEAM  
and how we serve our neighbors in need with emergency assistance. In  
September, members volunteered for Home Town Mission Week, as well. By doing 
all those chores at one time, it freed up volunteers to help serve more clients. DEAM 

management expresses much appreciation for the hard work and joyful spirit of Decatur First church members.

Remember DEAM can buy food at 16¢/pound from the Atlanta Food Bank and that is the source of most of our canned fruits, 
vegetables and canned meats. Your donations are always welcome. Please leave them in the labeled containers outside 
the gym doors. If you prefer, you can write your checks to Decatur First and mark it "DEAM" in the memo line.  
If you have questions or want to volunteer, contact Becky Vinson: 404-218-7152.

Coloring Outside
         w Lines
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YOUNG ADULT FINANCE CLASS 
Wednesday, November 2 | 6-7pm | Room 209
Class taught by Jonathan Clarke, Associate Dean for  
Undergraduate Programs and Associate Professor of Finance in 
the Scheller College of Business at Georgia Tech. 

ALL SAINTS  
SUNDAY  
MASTERWORKS  
CONCERT
Sunday, November 6  
5PM | Sanctuary

Join us for this free  
concert, featuring the  
music of Samuel Barber,  
Alfred Fedak,  
Mack Wilberg and more. 
Presented by the  
Decatur First UMC  
Chancel Choir, Youth 
Choir and Spirits of Joy 
Senior Adult Choir. 

The program explores how Jesus can be at once  
our Lamb and our Shepherd.

 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8 | 7:30PM 
HERE AT DECATUR FIRST UMC SANCTUARY
Join us on election night as we gather together as a community of 
faith to pray for unity and healing for our nation. This ecumenical 
service is a collaboration among our brothers and sisters in faith: 
Decatur First UMC, Columbia Presbyterian, Decatur Presbyterian, 
First Baptist Church of Decatur, First Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) of Decatur, Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Lutheran Church 
of the Messiah, North Decatur Presbyterian Church, St. Thomas 
More Catholic Church. 

"Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me."

Our Decatur First Staff has grown this month! Please extend a warm 
welcome to our new staff family.

MUSIC
Neil Thompson, Organist: Neil comes from Northwest Presbyterian 
Church. He is also a music teacher in the Atlanta Public School  
system and currently serves at Sarah Smith Elementary. Neil has 
accompanied us on Sunday mornings and on our September retreat.

Anna Price, Music Assistant: Anna works two days a week and 
joined our team the last week of October.

You're going to love Neil and Anna. They're great folks who are both 
highly capable in the roles we've hired them for and delightful to be 
around!  - John Cowden, Music Director

CHILDREN
Nadine "Dean" Fahey, Interim Children's Ministry Assistant:  
Nadine works part-time with our nursery and preschool children on 
Sundays and sometimes Wednesday nights. She also supports  
children’s programs and special church events. Nadine teaches at 
the DFUMC Preschool and Kindergarten during the week and has a 
wealth of experience in daycare. She also teaches dance and move-
ment to children. Please say “hello” to “Dean” the next time you’re on 
the children’s floor! - Robin Harp, Children's Ministry Director

COMMUNICATIONS
Amy Hoyle, Communications Specialist 
We are excited to welcome Amy Hoyle as our new Communications 
Specialist. She comes to us with a wealth of experience including the 
past ten years in the same position at Norcross First UMC. Amy is 
married to Scott and they have two sons, Noah & Elijah. She can be 
reached at communications@decaturfirst.org or 404-378-4541, x115.

 PRESCHOOL
DECATUR FIRST UMC 
PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN 
2016-17 OPEN HOUSE

January 12 and 23 
9:15-10:30am each day

For more information, please contact Joanne Hauserman,  
Weekday Preschool and Kindergarten Director 
dfumpreschool@gmail.com or 404-377-5784

The Decatur First United Methodist Preschool & Kindergarten has a 
long, rich tradition of nurturing & educating young children. This year 
marks the 60th anniversary of its continued stalwart presence as a 
loving preschool where children play, learn & grow.

www.decaturfirst.org/pre-school-kindergarten
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NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE 
Wednesday, November 9 
There’s a new children’s musical coming to Café Decatur and 
we would love to see you in the audience having a great time 
with us as we celebrate together. 
It's going to be great fun as we discover the classic Old 
Testament story of Joseph set in the rock 'n roll times of the 
1950s. It's surfer beats, leather jackets and poodle skirts at 
Papa Jake's Fries and Shakes! But favored son, Joe, always 
seems to have his nose in a Good Book.Things get gnarly 
when his dad, Jake, turns the business over to him and gives 
him his prize leather jacket. With some help from his jealous 
siblings Joe finds himself in a strange land. And does Joe 
meet Pharaoh? Well, not quite, he's taken to Pharaoh's Point 
where he meets, the Great Kahuna. Even though the musical 
is set in the 1950s, God's message remains the same, trust 
the Lord with all your heart.
We invite you to come dressed 50s style! So, dust off your 
saddle shoes, get out your poodle skirts, bobby socks and 
leather jackets and plan on having a rockin’ good time.
There will be a 1950s Trivia Contest before the  
performance with prizes for the winning table.
We are looking forward to seeing you there! 
Michele Wright, Children's Music Director
FIRST STEPS IN MUSIC 
Designed especially for little ones from infants through 36 
months. It’s nursery rhymes and lullabies, a special time to 
sing and play with your little one. We invite parents to come 
and spend some special musical time with your children as 
we move, sway, sing, and play instruments. 
Besides developing musical gifts, these special music classes 
will help your child build language skills through vocal play 
and help him/her become a good listener. These first steps in 
music making will help your child’s physical and mental  
development in all areas and it will give you an opportunity to 
get to know and fellowship with other parents. 
The Music Ministry is happy to offer this special music class 
to all parents with little ones free of charge. Select the day 
and time that work best for you. Classes are 30-40 minutes. 
Winter session runs through March 13 and 14.
• Monday, January 23 // Toddlers/Walkers 

10:45am (up to 3 years old)
• Tuesday, January 24 // Toddlers/Walkers 

6:30pm (up to 3 years old)
Classes filled first-come, first-serve. Class size: Maximum 10 
children with parent(s); Minimum 4 children with parent(s).
To register, contact Michele Wright 
mwright@decaturfirst.org or 678-849-3567 or register online: 
www.decaturfirst.org/first-steps-in-music-registration

EPIPHANY PARTY 
Wednesday, January 4 // 6:00pm // Fellowship Hall 
The choristers in the Children’s Choir program will celebrate 
the Wise Men’s journey to visit the Christ Child. It’s a time to 
gather as a musical family to sing We Three Kings and The 
Twelve Days of Christmas as the Christmas season comes to 
a close. The party will include pizza and special party games.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR MEMBERSHIP 
YES! You can join a choir in January! We would love to have 
your child sing with us. The Decatur First Music Ministry has 
open enrollment for all children at any time during the school 
year. No auditions. You do not need to be a member of De-
catur First UMC to join in the song with us. Choristers learn 
vocal and music reading skills in choir. We also offer children 
the opportunity to learn firsthand about serving God. Choirs 
for Ages 3-Fifth Grade meet Wednesday and Sunday. Just 
pick the day that works for you. Check out Children’s Choir 
page for more information on rehearsal times: www.deca-
turfirst.org/kids-music

SAVE THE DATES
• January 8 // Sunday choir rehearsals resume.
• January 11 // Wednesday choir rehearsals resume.

CHILDREN’S MUSIC IN MISSION 
The Hosanna Choir (Grades 3-5) will travel to Nashville on 
January 27-29 to lift up their voices in song with the  
choristers from West End UMC and Brentwood UMC. While 
in Nashville the Hosanna Choristers will visit assisted living 
homes to share the love of Christ with residents. During 
the day they will be together for lunch, rehearsal and some 
special activities.  Highlights of the trip include singing in two 
Sunday worship services together, spending the night in a 
hotel and swimming in the hotel’s heated pool. 
All Third-Fifth Graders are welcome to join us in January. 

MUSIC 'N MORE CAMP // JUNE 26-30
WHO Camp open to children going into Grades 1-5
COST $35 for one camper, $30 for each additional camper  
 ($100 maximum per family) Camp fee covers camp  
 supplies, snacks and camp t-shirt
HOURS 9:00am-3:00pm

Middle and high school students can help // Fee: $15
This jam-packed week full of musical experiences offers a 
quality musical, spiritual and social program to the children 
of the church and community. During camp, children not only 
sing exciting music but also have the chance to participate in:
• Drama: Come join in the fun as you expand your imagination 

and enter the world of acting. A special musical production 
will be shared with family and friends on the last day of camp.

• Handbells:  Have you ever listened to the handbell choirs 
and wondered how do they do that? If you think ringing is 
fun, you’re right! This class will give you the chance to play 
handbells and learn a little music at the same time.

• Drumming: Rhythm class uses xylophones, metallophones, 
glockenspiels, drums and more hands-on instruments.

• Art and Crafts:  Make a craft to take home as a camp  
memento. Add your handiwork to the staging backdrop.

MUSIC ‘N MORE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
We can’t do it without you! Calling all adults and youth to help 
teach or assist and have fun with us! To join the team,  
contact Michele Wright: mwright@decaturfirst.org
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OPERATING FUND

In Honor of Shirley & Phil Guy 
Linda Fleming

In Honor of Betty & Milton Davis 
Lisette & John Branscomb

In Honor of Kathleen & Larry Minnix 
Linda Fleming

In Honor of Mary & Woody Spackman 
Linda Fleming

In Memory of Lora Brantley 
Bonnie B. Hyfield and Beverly M. Wilson 
Virginia McMakin

In Memory of Wes Googer 
Mimi Payne

In Memory of Mary Sue Harper 
Virginia  Kinchen 
Spirited Singles Class

In Memory of Anne Pattillo 
Kitty & Bob Mozley 
Mark Murrah & Family

UNITED METHODIST  
CHILDREN’S HOME
In Honor of Sharon Brewer 
George Hickman

In Memory of Bev Cochran 
Virginia Kinchen

MUSIC MINISTRY
In Memory of Bob Fleming 
Carolyn Brooks 
Helen & Joel Byars 
Mr. & Mrs. E. F. Moore Jr. 
Ruthie & Jim Wood

STILLWELL  
MAINTENANCE FUND
In Memory of Joan Forster 
Harry Stillwell

GIFTS GIVEN

UPCOMING CHILDREN’S EVENTS
• Wednesday, November 9 // 6:30pm 

Children’s Choir Musical, Not Your Average Joe
• Sunday, November 27 // 9:45am 

Advent Craft Workshop  
Kids K-5th Grade will celebrate the beginning of the  
Advent Season through song, story and art. Please 
report to your regular Sunday School room!

• Sunday, December 11 // 11:00am Traditional Worship 
Children’s Advent Worship Service

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY VOLUNTEER ANGELS! 
Ministry with children 
would not be possible 
without the  
involvement of  
hundreds of folks 
from our church  
family! A big shout-
out to some special 
volunteers who work 
behind the scenes! 
Nan Franklin has 

given many hours to preparing Godly Play materials for our 3 and 
4 year-olds, including painting the Parable boxes you see here. 
Ann LeDuke hand-painted almost 25 wooden figures for the 
World Communion Godly Play story. See here one of the figures 
she painted who bears a striking resemblance to Ann! Also thank 
you to Marie Nitschke who inscribed all the third Grade Bibles!  
You don’t have to teach Sunday School to support children! Email 
childrensministries@decaturfirst.org if you’d like to get involved!

UPCOMING TRAIL MIX EVENTS FOR  
4TH & 5TH GRADERS! 
Saturday, November 12 // 10:00am-Noon 
Make a glass ornament at Decatur Glassblowing! Limited 
number of spaces. COST: $20/person (scholarships available 
if needed) You MUST RSVP for this event by Wednesday, 
November 2: childrensministries@decaturfirst.org
Saturday, January 14 & Saturday, February 4 
Pack medical supplies for developing countries through Med-
share! We will take small groups of 4th & 5th graders for this 
Decatur area service project. Medshare requires one-to-one 
child-to-adult supervision, so we're looking for adult chaper-
ones, as well. First come. First served. Limit: 5 kids and 5 
adults/day. More info to come!
Friday Evening February 24 
Rock Climbing at Wall Crawlers on Dekalb Avenue!

THANK YOU to our FALL FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS! 
Thank you for the love you showed to the children and 
families who came to our church for the Fall Festival! We 
welcomed neighbors, friends from the United Methodist 
Children’s Home and Hagar’s House. Thanks to each of you 
who monitored carnival games, supervised bounce houses, 
painted faces, decorated and demonstrated hospitality! You 
made it a fun night for all involved!

SAVE THE DATES FOR SUMMER 2017!
- Youth Music Mission Trip // June 4-10
- Vacation Bible School // June 12-16 
- Youth Appalachia Service Project // June 18-24
- Music 'N More // June 26-30
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We anxiously await our next Youth Minister! Our Staff Parish Relations 
Committee and pastors, with the advice of the youth themselves, have 
searched diligently for the right person to help lead our youth ministry 
forward! We have spoken to several excellent candidates and will be 
hiring the most passionate and qualified person to fill our vacant youth 
ministry position. Look for an exciting announcement soon!

NOVEMBER YOUTH CALENDAR
November 6 - Youth
November 13 - Youth
November 20 - No youth due to Thanksgiving week.
November 27 - Youth

DECEMBER YOUTH CALENDAR
December 4 - An Evening of Celebrating the Season

Join us for the Callanwolde Band Holiday Concert.
3:00 - Callanwolde Band Holiday Concert 
5:00 - Youth Choir 6:00 - Youth Dinner

December 11 - Desserts after Celebration of Emmanuel
Bring a dessert to share after our concert. 

December 18 
Youth Progressive Dinner 
Taizé Service
December 25 - No youth due to Christmas

JANUARY YOUTH CALENDAR
January 1 - No youth due to New Year's Day
January 8 - Youth Choirs and Youth resume
January 15 
Youth Choir 
Youth Dinner on the Square 
January 22 
Youth Choir 
Youth Group
January 29 
Youth Choir 
Youth Group

For more information on these and other events, please email 
Shane and Sarah: youth@decaturfirst.org

Advent Bible Study 
Rev. Jason Forster will facilitate

Is redemption possible for Ebenezer 
Scrooge? Pastor and author Matt Rawle 
believes so as he discovers the teachings 
of Jesus in the words of the Charles 
Dickens classic A Christmas Carol.  
Rawle dives deep into the dark, sad, 
greedy world of Scrooge and discovers 
a man in dire need of a second chance. 
Along with Scrooge, we meet the Ghosts 
of Christmas Past, Present, and Future 
and in the process learn about living 
with and for others in a world blessed 
by Jesus. 

Rediscover and reinvigorate your Christian faith this  
Advent and Christmas season and look at this familiar  
classic through the lens of faith.

1. Bah! Humbug!
2. The Remembrance of Christmas Past
3. The Life of Christmas Present
4. The Hope of Christmas Future

Study begins at 6:30pm and will be held on November 28, 
December 5, December 12 and December 19. To make 
the study more fun we'll share finger foods and sing a few 
Christmas songs, too! To register please sign up through 
the link online or email Jason: jforster@decaturfirst.org

THANKSGIVING BREAKFAST 
Join us on Thanksgiving morning, November 24 for our annual 
breakfast from 8:00-9:30am. Bring your family and friends as we 
celebrate together with this free meal for church and community.

The First Christmas 
THIS ADVENT IN TRADITIONAL
Join us at 8:45 or 11:00am traditional worship beginning November 
27 to hear a series of Christmas messages from Dr. David Jones. The 
first message in the series, The Crooked Line, notes the story of Jesus 
isn't told with straight lines. If you have ever thought your own family 
was checkered with nobility and riff-raff, and if you ever considered 
your own life a combination of good faith and bad judgment, be 
comforted by the lineage of Jesus.

11.27 The Crooked Line (Matthew 1:1-6; 17) 
12.4 What's In a Name? (Matthew 1:22, 23) 
12.18 To Choose What Is Difficult (Matthew 1:18-25) 
12.24 The Sign (Luke 2:1-20) 
1.1 Guide You Safely Through the Wild (Matthew 2:13-23)  
      Communion served at all services

Blest are ye beyond all measure, 
Thou happy father and mother. 
Guard ye well your heavenly treasure, 
The Prince of Peace, this Holy Child. 
God go with you, God protect you. 
Guide you safely through the wild.  
From W.H. Auden's Christmas Oratorio
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THIS ADVENT IN CAYA 
The four Sundays before Christmas, Advent, is a time to prepare 
and expect, both in the church and in our lives. Join us beginning 
November 27 as we explore Extinguishing the Darkness each 
Sunday in CAYA at 11am in the Chapel.
11.27 Longing for Day (Romans 13:11-4) 
12.4 Midnight (Matthew 3:1-12) 
12.11 Dawn-Seeing the Light (Luke 1:46-55) 
12.18 Decisions Made in the Dark (Matthew 1:18-25) 
12.25 or 1.1 Daybreak! (John 1:1-14)

CHAPEL CLEAN-UP AND DECORATING 
Join us after 11am services on Sunday, November 20, for our 
annual Chapel clean-up and decorating day! All ages can help 
out. Lunch will be provided.

MUSIC 
November 13: HoneyBaked Ham Gift Card Order Deadline 
Having a ham for Thanksgiving or Christmas? Need a great gift 
idea? Put down those scented candles and order a HoneyBaked 
Ham gift card instead! Simply order from the music ministry and 
choose whether you’ll pick up your cards or we should mail them.  
Then you can use them to purchase a ham or give them as gifts.  
They make especially good employee gifts. 20% of your purchase 
stays right here at the church and benefits music in mission! 

December 4: Callanwolde Concert Band Christmas 
The Callanwolde Band will be in our Sanctuary at 3pm playing 
holiday music you know and love. Admission is free!

December 10 & 11: 
Celebration of 
Emmanuel Christmas 
Concert   
Most of the 
ensembles of the 
music ministry team 
up to offer the annual 
Christmas Music 
Extravaganza which 
includes brass, widely 

varied music, and 
drama (this year featuring Joseph, the Father of Jesus). Childcare 
available.

December 11: HoneyBaked Ham Order Deadline 
Missed it in November? No problem! Order your ham gift cards 
NOW and you’ll have them in time for Christmas!

December 14: Y’all Come Caroling 
Join us as we head to the square for some old fashioned caroling 
(and enjoy Penultimate Measure ringing four-in-hand as well!). 
We’ll gather at the church and then head downtown. Pick your 
favorite spot and eat on the square when we’re finished singing.

December 18: Taizé Service of Preparation 
Slow the pace and remind yourself what Christmas is all about. In 
this hour of worship, there is time and space to silence the season 
and ready your soul for the coming of Christ. Childcare available.

December 23: Y’all Come Christmas Eve Choir 
All are welcome to come to one rehearsal and sing on Christmas 
Eve! In town for the holidays? Unable to commit to choir most 
of the time because of your schedule? No problem! Come and 
rehearse once. Then come sing either the 4:30pm service, the 
6:30pm service, or both! For the really daring among you, 
11:00pm in the chapel is also a y’all come sing experience!

Sunday, November 27 
Advent series begins in CAYA and traditional services 
Children's Advent Craft Workshop

Sunday, December 4 
Callanwolde Concert Band Concert

Saturday, December 10 & Sunday, December 11 
Celebration of Emmanuel Concert

Sunday, December 11 
Children's Advent Worship Service

Wednesday, December 14 
Y'all Come Caroling

Sunday, December 18 
Taizé Service 
Youth Progressive Dinner

Friday, December 23 
Y'all Come Choir Rehearsal

Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve
4:30pm & 6:30pm Candlelight Services // Sanctuary 
Services of readings, carols, drama and sermon 
conclude with lighting of candles while singing  
"Silent Night." Childcare is available. 

8:30pm Come As You Are Christmas Eve // Chapel 
Service will feature our CAYA band, contemporary and 
traditional Christmas music, scripture, and sermon and 
will conclude with the lighting of sparklers.

11:00pm Candlelight Communion Service // Chapel 
Service of readings, carols, sermon and communion that 
concludes with lighting of candles while singing "Silent Night."

 Sunday, December 25 
 11:00am // Chapel (No Sunday School) 
Join us for a unified service as we worship together and   
celebrate the birth of Christ. A shuttle will be available       
                  from the main church parking lot. 
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ADULT APPALACHIA SERVICE PROJECT (ASP) 
MISSION TRIP 
November 6-11, 2016 | Rainelle, W. Virginia | COST: $50 
Email Marc Morgan: marc.morgan5521@gmail.com 
For more information: www.decaturfirst.org/missions

BREAKTHRU HOUSE SILENT  
AUCTION & BRUNCH 
December 10 | 9am-11:30am 
Fellowship Hall | Tickets: $25/each 
You are invited to attend the Growing 
Strong Brunch and Silent Auction, 
hosted by Breakthru House Inc. Funds 
raised will support Breakthru House’s 

residential treatment program for homeless women. The 
event celebrates the stories of strong women who have 
impacted their community and highlights the transformative 
work of Breakthru House’s program. For more information 
email Jason Forster: jforster@decaturfirst.org

2017 HONDURAS MISSION TEAM 
February 11-18, 2017 | Las Limas, Honduras

Please consider joining the team for a very meaningful trip 
as we work with our Honduras amigos to improve  
their quality of life. Last year we implemented a project to 
improve the quality of drinking water in village homes. 

The village members worked side by side with our team 
and we formed some special friendships. There is also an  
opportunity to work on construction projects as room  
additions, latrines and cement floors. Another enriching  
experience is working with children in Bible school  
activities. For more information/to serve, email

• Becky Vinson: robbecky@bellsouth.net
• Bill Floyd: williamffloyd@gmail.com

You may also support the team by donations for  
supplies and scholarships.

MISSIONS

ARE YOU A NOUN OR A VERB?
“Church as a noun” says I go to church. 
“Church as a verb” says I am the church. 
Are you a noun, or a verb?
“Church as a noun” says someone 
somewhere is supposed to provide the 
programs and I am supposed to come 
to them. “Church as a verb” says I am a 
functioning part of a body, together with 
a whole lot of others, and a partner in 
shaping my own spiritual growth. Are you 
a noun or a verb?

“Church as a noun” says someone 
somewhere is supposed to provide me 
with mission opportunities. “Church as a 
verb” says what motivates me ought to 
motivate me. Are you a noun or a verb?
“Church as a noun” says the church 
owes me something. “Church as a verb” 
says if anyone owes anyone anything, I 
owe Jesus. Not to earn my salvation but 
because of what he’s done for me. My 
mission is defined by what Jesus has 
done for me. Are you a noun or a verb?
“Church as a noun” is always looking 
for what we used to have. “Church as 
a verb” is looking for what’s ahead. Are 
you a noun or a verb?
“Church as a noun” says you come here 
and we’ll show you Jesus. “Church as 
a verb” says we’ll come to you and be 
Jesus. Are you a noun or a verb?

“Church as a noun” says, “Let’s go to 
church.” “Church as a verb” says, “Let’s 
just go.” Are you a noun or a verb?

“Church as a noun” says, “Going costs 
too much. Can’t we just send a check?” 
“Church is a verb” says, “Go! Make disci-
ples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And 
lo, I will be with you always.”

Church as a verb says, “When God 
moves, we move” — whatever the cost, 
whatever the commitment- because it 
is only in following the Spirit, in moving 
with the Spirit, and embracing change, 
that we find our pleasure, passion, and 
purpose and so bring pleasure to God.

by Rev. Carolyn Moore
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ROY’S TOYS 2016

This is the 34th year Decatur First  
members have provided toys, clothing 
and books for children and items for 
senior citizens who would have very little 
or nothing for Christmas. 

To join the team, just fill out the bulletin 
form and drop it in the collection plate  
or turn it in at your Sunday School class. 
Pick up the name and information about 
“your person” at the Candler Street  
entrance to the main building after  
the 8:30 and 11:00 services or at  
Café Decatur on Wednesday evenings.

Have YOU joined the TOY TEAM?
Last year our church provided toys and clothing to many 
children from the Decatur Community. We need your help 
to increase our influence in the community. How to help:
1. Adopt a child/children. Pick up your child’s name 

and wish list along with instructions/recommendations 
from their parents. Wish list is about $100. Shop and 
bring provided bag to church by November 20.

2. Buy a few games, dolls or other toys and place in 
the toy soldiers, located at the Candler Street entrance 
and back parking lot entrance to the main building  
November 1-20.

3. Donate money and a volunteer shopper will buy the 
toys. Any amount is helpful.  
 
Checks should be made payable to the church and 
marked “ROY’S TOYS.”

4. Volunteer to help in the final, frenzied fun organizing 
the toys and doing last minute shopping.  
 
This happens at the church on Sunday, November 27 
and we will deliver the toys to the Season of Giving 
drop off on November 30. Seeing loads of toys  
heading out to excited children will brighten your 
Christmas!

For more information or to volunteer, please email  
Peggy Baker or Sally Winter

Peggy Baker peggybak@aol.com
Sally Winter swinter@decaturfirst.org

      

DECATUR’S MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. SERVICE PROJECT  
DECATUR PRESERVATION ALLIANCE - JANUARY 14-16, 2017
Commemorates Decatur’s 15th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Service Project. Some 1,300  
volunteers will work on low-income senior citizens’ homes in Decatur, making greatly needed repairs 
and doing yard work that the elderly homeowners have been unable to afford. The MLK service  
project relies on donations of food items in order to help provide snacks and lunches to the 
hard-working volunteers for this project. NEEDS:

SATURDAY LUNCH - 100 sandwiches (meat and veggie); individually bagged chips and pretzels; undividually bagged 
desserts, i.e. cookies, brownies, etc.; snack items, i.e. granola bars, cheese crackers
MONDAY BREAKFAST - bagels with cream cheese, sausage balls, egg casseroles, biscuits with cheese, bacon or ham 
fruit. orange juice, milk and creamer for coffee
DRIVERS TO DELIVER LUNCH - We need 5-6 drivers to deliver lunches to the work sites.

Contact Sandy Kruger if you're able to donate food items or would like to deliver lunches:  
sskruger@bellsouth | 770-843-2507

YOU MAY DROP OFF ITEMS AT THE SOLARIUM IN OAKHURST - 321 W. Hill St, Decatur, GA 30030

!  

Decatur’s Martin Luther King Jr. Service Project 
Decatur Preservation Alliance/P. O. Box 1764/Decatur, Georgia 30031 

January 16 – 18, 2016 
commemorates Decatur’s 14th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Service Project. Some 
1,300 volunteers will work on low-income senior citizens’ homes in Decatur, making 
greatly needed repairs and doing yard work that the elderly homeowners have been 

unable to afford. 

The MLK service project relies on donations of food items in order to help provide 
snacks and lunches to the hard-working volunteers for this project. 

NEEDS: 

Saturday Lunch 
100 sandwiches (meat and veggie) 

Individually bagged chips and pretzels 
Individually bagged desserts, i.e. cookies, brownies, etc. 

Snack items, i.e. granola bars, cheese crackers 

Monday Breakfast 
Bagels with cream cheese 

Sausage balls 
Egg casseroles  

Biscuits with cheese, bacon or ham 
Fruit 

Orange Juice  
Milk and creamer for coffee 

Drivers to deliver lunch 
We need 5 – 6 drivers to deliver lunches to the work sites. 

Please contact Sandy Kruger if you are able to donate food items or if you would like to 
deliver lunches at sskruger@bellsouth or 770-843-2507. 

  
You may drop off items at the Solarium in Oakhurst - 321 W. Hill St, Decatur, GA 30030 
- or at the home of Sandy Kruger, 616 Ridgecrest Road Atlanta 30307. There will be a 

cooler on the front porch.  
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 2016 Theme: “Fresh Wind Blowing” 

Decatur First United Methodist Women 
“Welcomed by God, Welcoming All” 

November 2016 Volume 26, Issue 11 

The Purpose of United Methodist Women: The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women 
whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative sup-
portive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

President’s corner November General Meeting 
Tuesday, November 8, 2016  

11am in Fellowship Hall 

“Pledge Service & World Thank Offering” 
presented by Liz Randall, Treasurer  

Lunch at 12:15pm, in Fellowship Hall 
November Hostess: Circle 7 

Monday, November 7, 2016 
7pm—Circle 12, at the home of Dixie Lonsway,  

135 Coventry Rd, Decatur 

Tuesday, November 8, 2016 
10:30am—Circles 4-5-7, meet in their rooms 

Sandy 

Greetings my friends, 

As the holiday season approaches, we 
pause to give thanks for our many bless-
ings. We recognize that in a world with so 
much, there are those with so little. Our 
UMW unit continues to work closely to-
gether hoping to give women, children and 
families in crisis an opportunity for a better 
quality of life. We welcome you to visit a 
circle meeting or work on a project to-
gether. How ever you want to get involved, 
we invite you to come and meet the women of Decatur First 
UMW. Together we can bring hope and share love in the lives 
of others.  

   Happy Thanksgiving, 

Sandy Stewart Kruger 
President 

November Mission Opportunity 
Mountain View Personal Care 
Home 
Mountain View Personal Care Home, A Family 
Place of Dignity & Care, was established in 
1882 by DeKalb County as a “pauper farm and 
poor house” for the county’s elderly indigent population. 
Years later, the county needed the land and provided a new 
facility. Mountain View moved to its present location in 
1991. 

Pamela Pryor is our key woman to Mountain View Personal 
Care Home. She tells us that the following items top their 
November needs lists:  

 Cleaning supplies and gloves 
 Shampoos and lotions 

Marjorie Taloney 
Circle 7 

September 29, 2016  

Frances Norton 
Circle 7 

October 16, 2016  

Report on October General meeting 
At our last general meeting we were honored to have two 
wonderful speakers for our unit program, Marilia Schuller and 
Sue Raymond. Marilia, Sue’s guest, is a UMC Missionary with 
Global Ministries. Her mission assignment is to the Koinonia 
Ecumenical Presence and Service in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. You 
can learn more about Marilia on the next page. 

Of course, Sue never fails to bring won-
derful blessings to our unit and this visit 
was no exception. Not only did she bring 
us Marilia, Sue presented an amazing 
midrash about Esther and her journey 
with King Ahasuerus of Persia. It is always 
a delight to hear Sue speak. Sue’s story-
telling talents keep listeners on the edge 
of their seats and wanting more.  

Sue retires this year as President of the 
North Georgia Conference UMW and 

now serves on the National UMW Board of Directors. We 
thank Sue for her work with the United Methodist Women 
and wish her all the best in her new role.  

-Sandy Kruger 
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Mission Studies for 2017 

 Geographic:  Latin America: People and Faith 
 Spiritual Growth:  Claiming God’s Good Gift 

 General:  Climate Justice 

Dates to Remember 
FH = Fellowship Hall  L = Adult Library 

GR = Gathering Room  

NOVEMBER 2016 

 4 Friday Church Women United, World Commu- 
    nity Day, 9:45am, Oakhurst Presbyterian  
    Church, 118 Second Ave, Decatur.  
 7 Monday UMW Circle 12, 7pm, at home of Dixie  
    Lonsway, 135 Coventry Rd., Decatur. 
 8 Tuesday UMW Circles 4, 5, 7; 10:30am, in their  
    rooms. 
 8 Tuesday UMW General Meeting, 11am, FH.  
 8 Tuesday UMW Luncheon, 12:15pm, FH. 
21 Monday Cancer Pad Sewing setup, 1:30pm, FH. 
22 Tuesday Cancer Pad Sewing, 10am-12pm, FH. 
28 Monday UMCH Auxiliary, 11am, UMCH campus. 
Please submit news for the December newsletter by November 15 

to Carol Jones Editor, cljones36@bellsouth.net. 

 
Volume 26, Issue 11  November 2016 

What’s happening at UMW  

November UMW Birthdays 
 2 Martha Jackson 
 3 Daire Miller 
 9 Rena Burgess 
 9 Dot Williams 

11 Mary Ann Matthews 
14 Yoli Jones 
28 Betty B. Davis 

 

CANCER SEWING 
Tuesday, November 22 

10am—12pm in Fellowship Hall 
Please join us as we sew. 

Change of Address. . . 
Circle 4 
Lucille Traylor ....................................................470-875-5929 
 1476 Brianwood Rd, Decatur, GA 30033 

Meet Marilia Schuller, UMC Missionary  
Marilia Schuller is a UMC Missionary with Global Ministries. 
Her mission assignment is to the 
Koinonia Ecumenical Presence and 
Service in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
She began her work as a mission-
ary in 2007 and has since served 
14 years with the World Council of 
Churches as a Program Executive 
for the Program to Combat Ra-
cism. Her work has focused espe-
cially in the areas of development 
of institutional policy on gender, 
racial justice, relationships with 
churches, ecumenical networks, social movements, and net-
works of civil society, both in Brazil and internationally.  

Marilia is a delightful person and a faithful servant of God. We 
were blessed by her presence at our October general meeting, 
and by the exuberance she exhibits for her work. If you would 
like to read more about Marilia and perhaps support her work, 
visit http://www.umcmission.org/Explore-Our-Work/
Missionaries-in-Service/Missionary-Profiles/Schuller-Marilia-
Alves. We thank Sue for introducing Marilia to our unit and we 
look forward to hearing about Marilia’s future work.  

-Sandy Kruger 

Church Woman United 
Key woman Jackie Macomber announced that Church Women 
United will observe World Community Day at Oakhurst Pres-
byterian Church on Friday, November 4. The church is located 
at 118 2nd Ave, Dec This will be a joint meeting of the DeKalb 
and Atlanta CWU units. 

Marilia Schuller 

2017 Reading Program is underway 
For 140 years, members of United Methodist Women and 
predecessor organizations have been involved in mission that 
includes prayer, study, and action. The Reading Program is a 
study opportunity, but it also leads to action. The Reading Pro-
gram encourages UMW members to think critically about cur-
rent issues through an annual selection of member-reviewed 
books. It offers an excellent opportunity to deepen your spiri-
tuality and to broaden your understanding of our mission 
work.  

The Decatur First UMW Reading Program books are housed in 
the Adult Library which at present is located in Room F-1–at 
the rear of Fellowship Hall. The Reading Program group will try 
something new this year—e-meetings to discuss the books we 
have read. Learn more about the Reading Program by contact-
ing Marie Nitschke (marienitschke@comcast.net), or Carol 
Jones (cljones36@bellsouth.net). 

Here is your link to the new catalog of books for the 2017 
UMW Reading Program: https://s3.amazonaws.com/umw/
pdfs/RPC_2017_M5283_Prf7_final+web.pdf 

We hope you will consider joining us to learn more about 
UMW and its world wide goals for mission work. 
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300 EAST PONCE DE LEON AVE. 
DECATUR, GA 30030

NOVEMBER 2 // Personal Finance Lesson
NOVEMBER 6-11 // Adult ASP Mission Trip
NOVEMBER 6 // All Saints Sunday
NOVEMBER 6 // Daylight Savings Time Ends
NOVEMBER 6 // Masterworks Concert
NOVEMBER 8 // Interfaith Election Night Worship Service
NOVEMBER 9 // Not Your Average Joe Musical
NOVEMBER 12 // Trail Mix Glassblowing Event
NOVEMBER 13 // HoneyBaked Ham Deadline
NOVEMBER 20 // Thanksgiving/Christ the King Sunday
NOVEMBER 20 // Chapel Clean-up and Decoration Day
NOVEMBER 24 // Thanksgiving Breakfast
NOVEMBER 24-25 // Office Closed
NOVEMBER 27 // First Sunday in Advent
DECEMBER 4 // Charge Conference
DECEMBER 4 // Callanwolde Band Concert
DECEMBER 7 // Last Café Decatur for 2016
DECEMBER 10 & 11 // Celebration of Emmanuel Concert
DECEMBER 11 // HoneyBaked Ham Deadline
DECEMBER 11 // Children’s Advent Worship Service
DECEMBER 14 // Y’all Come Christmas Caroling

DECEMBER 23  // Y’all Come  
       Christmas Eve Choir Rehearsal
DECEMBER 24 // Candlelight Christmas Eve Services at  
      4:30 and 6:30pm in Sanctuary
DECEMBER 24 // CAYA Christmas Eve Service at  
      8:30pm in Chapel
DECEMBER 24 // Candlelight Communion Christmas Eve  
      Service at 11pm in Chapel
DECEMBER 25 // 11am Worship in Chapel  
      (No Sunday School)
DECEMBER 26 // Office Closed
JANUARY 1 // Three Worship Services  
            (No Children's Sunday School)
JANUARY 2 // Office Closed
JANUARY 4 // Adult and Youth Choirs Resume
JANUARY 4 // Epiphany Party
JANUARY 8 // Café Decatur Resumes
JANUARY 8 // Children’s Choir Rehearsals Resume
JANUARY 12 // 2017-18 Weekday Preschool Open House
JANUARY 14 // Trail Mix Mission Event to MedShare
JANUARY 14 // MLK Workday Project Weekend
JANUARY 16 // Office Closed
JANUARY 23 // 2017-18 Weekday Preschool Open House

SAVE THE DATE


