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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

TO DECATUR FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
welcome

WELCOME
We're grateful for the opportunity to pray, sing, believe and rejoice together! You are 
welcome here. Decatur First United Methodist Church is open to all of God’s children 
without exception. Our traditional worship services are at 8:45am and 11am in the main 
sanctuary. We also offer a contemporary worship service referred to as CAYA (Come As 
You Are) in the stone chapel on Sycamore St. at 11:15am.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in all worship services. If you prefer, nursery services 
open at 8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to age 4. 
Beepers are provided to parents should you need to be reached during the service. 
Children ages 2 & older may participate in age appropriate Sunday School lessons at 
9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, churchgoers can park 
at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for free during Sunday morning services. 
Save your parking stub and ask for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a death in the family or 
hospitalization and the church office is closed, call (678) 661-9425.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE OF 3 SERVICES: 473 
TOTAL WEEKLY GIVING (INCLUDES GIVING AND RENTAL INCOME) $17,486

CONNECT
CAF È DECATUR | WEDNESDAYS | 5:00-6:30PM | FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Fellowship and delicious food are available in the Fellowship Hall every Wednesday 
evening from 5-6:30pm. The meal is a suggested $6 donation. SEPTEMBER 20 MENU 
SANDWICH: Sloppy Joes SOUPS: Potato; Butternut Squash KIDS: Fish Sticks & Tots

SAVE-THE-DATE: STEWARDSHIP LUNCHEON | SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 
On Sunday, October 15, as part of our stewardship emphasis, Decatur First will 
welcome as the preacher for the day Ambassador Andrew Young. Ambassador Young 
is a diplomat, former Atlanta mayor, pastor and civil rights leader and he will share his 
unique perspective about the ways Decatur First can be in mission in its community. On 
that day, we will have one, unified, worship service at 11am in the Sanctuary in 
which we’ll offer our “Estimate of Giving” cards. We'll finish with a free church-wide 
luncheon right after worship. You will not want to miss this. Stay tuned for more details. 
God is relying upon each of us to steward God’s church. Let’s be faithful.

NEEDLEWORK GROUP 
The Needlework Groups of both Decatur First UMC and North Decatur UMC invite you 
to join in with your knitting, crocheting, cross-stitching, needlepoint, etc. or just to visit. 
For questions, email Pam Cormany: pamcormany@yahoo.com
•  Decatur First UMC | Every Wednesday | 4:00pm | Room 207
•  North Decatur UMC | Every Other Monday | 6:30pm | NDUMC Fellowship Hall

DIVORCE CARE FOR ADULTS 
For adults going through a divorce or separation. Class meets in the Gathering Room 
from 5:00-6:30PM thru December 10 {excl. Nov 26}. COST: $15/workbook. For more, 
email Meg Lewis: mclhoi2@gmail.com

ENGAGE
HONDURAS MISSION TRIP INTEREST MEETING TODAY 
Become part of the missional journey at Decatur First UMC. We’ll go to a new 
village and have the opportunity to meet new friends. To learn more, we invite you 
to attend an information session in room 207 after worship today. For questions/
interest, email Barbara McCullough: barbaramccullough@me.com

SEPTEMBER MISSION FOCUS: HAGAR'S HOUSE 
September 3-24 the Decatur United Methodist Church family will collect for Hagar 
House, an emergency night shelter and assessment center with support services for 
women with children. The shelter offers at least 30 nights of short-term housing and has 
room for up to 30 guests. In September, we'll collect the following items -
• Blankets/Comforters
• Pillows
• Knit Hats and Gloves for Children

Please place these items at the back of the sanctuary and they will be brought to the 
church office. For more info, email Nathan Rowell: nathanrowell@hotmail.com

CAMP COLLINSWOOD OPEN HOUSE (DATE CORRECTION) 
On Saturday, September 23 come enjoy a day of fishing at scenic Camp Collinswood, 
a United Methodist supported, fully handicapped accessible retreat and recreation 
center on Lake Oconee. Gates open at 8:00am. Bring your fishing equipment and a 
picnic to Camp Collinswood, 1180 Fraction Bottom Road, Buckhead, Georgia 30625.  
No reservations or license required by the state on that day. Email Gue Hudson for 
more information: guehudson@gmail.com

VOICES FOR THE EARTH | SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 | 7PM 
All are invited to a concert celebrating the community of life at Holy Trinity Parish, 515 
E. Ponce de Leon Ave, Decatur. Concert is free and open to the public. Creation Care 
Committee has helped organize this event and the Decatur First UMC Ensemble, 
organized by John Cowden, will perform as part of the concert. Sponsored by Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, North Decatur Presbyterian Church, Decatur First UMC, First 
Baptist Church Decatur, Agnes Scott College.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 | 5:00-8:00PM 
Parenting is hard and sometimes we all need a night out. We know it's hard sometimes 
to make time for this, so we want to help! We'll take care of your kids and you go enjoy! 
Drop your kids off at Decatur First UMC for a night of fun. Children 6 months up to 5th 
grade are welcome. Park in our lot and walk to the square to enjoy a date night at your 
favorite Decatur restaurant! COST: Suggested donation is $5 per child to cover the cost 
of dinner.  Any donations received beyond $5 per child will go to support UMCOR, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, which is responding to victims of Hurricane 
Harvey and other natural disasters. Online registration delayed due to the storm.  
For more information, please email Brittany Jones: brittjones812@gmail.com. 
Program sponsored by the Engage Team.



Gathering
PRELUDE 'Til the Storm Passes By | M. Lister Neil Thompson

WELCOME AND THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing
During the announcements all children are invited to meet in the back of the  
Sanctuary (Narthex) to lead a simple procession and call to worship. They will 
return to their seats shortly afterwards. Children are invited to return to the Narthex 
after the scripture reading to join in a children’s reflection time and return to their 
seats during the hymn following the sermon.

INTROIT For the Fruits of This Creation | F. Jackson Chancel Choir
For the fruits of this creation, thanks be to God; for good gifts to every nation, 
thanks be to God; for the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are 
sleeping, future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God.  For the harvests 
of the Spirit, thanks be to God; for the good we all inherit, thanks be to God; for 
the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, most of all, that 
love has found us, thanks be to God.

*CALL TO WORSHIP  The Children
CHILDREN: The Lord be with you. 
CONGREGATION: And also with you. 
CHILDREN: The grass dries up and the flowers fade 
CONGREGATION: But the word of the Lord stands forever.

*HYMN NO. 578  God of Love and God of Power

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM  Cooper Michael Clinkscales
With God’s help we will so order our lives after the example of Christ, that 
Cooper Michael, surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in the 
faith and confirmed and strengthened in the way that leads to life eternal.

HYMN  You Are a Child of God

Hearing the Word
*SCRIPTURE Nehemiah 5:4-11 Laura Baker

And there were those who said, ‘We are having to borrow money on our fields 
and vineyards to pay the king’s tax. Now our flesh is the same as that of our 
kindred; our children are the same as their children; and yet we are forcing our 
sons and daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have been ravished; 
we are powerless, and our fields and vineyards now belong to others.’

I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints. After thinking it 
over, I brought charges against the nobles and the officials; I said to them, ‘You 
are all taking interest from your own people.’ And I called a great assembly to deal 
with them, and said to them, ‘As far as we were able, we have bought back our 
Jewish kindred who had been sold to other nations; but now you are selling your 
own kin, who must then be bought back by us!’ They were silent, and could not 
find a word to say. So I said, ‘The thing that you are doing is not good. Should you 
not walk in the fear of our God, to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? 
Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. 
Let us stop this taking of interest. Restore to them, this very day, their fields, their 
vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the interest on money, grain, 
wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.’

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Rev. Joya Abrams 
  If You Build It, It Will Fall: Life Lessons from Nehemiah

Responding to the Word
*HYMN NO. 584  Lord, You Give the Great Commission

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Rev. Dalton Rushing

LEADER 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation or distress, 
 or persecution or famine, 
 or nakedness or peril or sword?

PEOPLE 
No! 
In all things we are more than conquerors 
 through the One who loved us. 
We are sure that neither 
 death nor life, 
 nor angels, nor principalities, 
 nor things present, nor things to come, 
 nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
 nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God 
 in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Thanks be to God! Amen.

ANTHEM Elijah Rock | J. Hairston Chancel Choir

OFFERTORY PRAYER  Rev. Dalton Rushing

Steady God, we are prone to wander. But even when we turn from you,  
you hold us fast. Though we cannot repay it, we give in gratitude for your  
unending love and grace. Use our gifts and our hands to bring your love  
and grace to our aching world in Jesus' name. Amen.

OFFERING Prelude on Hyfrydol | arr. D. Hanna Carillon Ringers

*DOXOLOGY NO. 94  Lasst Uns Erfreuen

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Rev. Dalton Rushing

THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

Going Out to Serve
*HYMN NO. 571  Go, Make of All Disciples

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Dalton Rushing

*GREETING

POSTLUDE On Christ, the Solid Rock I Stand | J. Dykes Neil Thompson

*Please stand as you are able.



WELCOME
We're grateful for the opportunity to pray, sing, believe and rejoice together! You are 
welcome here. Decatur First United Methodist Church is open to all of God’s children 
without exception. Our traditional worship services are at 8:45am and 11am in the main 
sanctuary. We also offer a contemporary worship service referred to as CAYA (Come As 
You Are) in the stone chapel on Sycamore St. at 11:15am.

NURSERY SERVICES 
Children of all ages are welcome in all worship services. If you prefer, nursery services 
open at 8:30am on the 1st floor of the main church building for infants up to age 4. 
Beepers are provided to parents should you need to be reached during the service. 
Children ages 2 & older may participate in age appropriate Sunday School lessons at 
9:45am. Infants through pre-K may remain on the 1st floor until 12:15pm.

PARKING INFORMATION 
Parking can be a bit tricky in downtown Decatur, but don’t worry, churchgoers can park 
at the Wells Fargo Deck right across the street for free during Sunday morning services. 
Save your parking stub and ask for a parking voucher from a greeter or usher.

CALL THE PASTOR ON CALL 
If you need to reach the pastors for a pastoral emergency such as a death in the family or 
hospitalization and the church office is closed, call (678) 661-9425.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 10 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
TOTAL ATTENDANCE OF 3 SERVICES: 473 
TOTAL WEEKLY GIVING (INCLUDES GIVING AND RENTAL INCOME) $17,486

CONNECT
CAF È DECATUR | WEDNESDAYS | 5:00-6:30PM | FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Fellowship and delicious food are available in the Fellowship Hall every Wednesday 
evening from 5-6:30pm. The meal is a suggested $6 donation. SEPTEMBER 20 MENU 
SANDWICH: Sloppy Joes SOUPS: Potato; Butternut Squash KIDS: Fish Sticks & Tots

SAVE-THE-DATE: STEWARDSHIP LUNCHEON | SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15 
On Sunday, October 15, as part of our stewardship emphasis, Decatur First will 
welcome as the preacher for the day Ambassador Andrew Young. Ambassador Young 
is a diplomat, former Atlanta mayor, pastor and civil rights leader and he will share his 
unique perspective about the ways Decatur First can be in mission in its community. On 
that day, we will have one, unified, worship service at 11am in the Sanctuary in 
which we’ll offer our “Estimate of Giving” cards. We'll finish with a free church-wide 
luncheon right after worship. You will not want to miss this. Stay tuned for more details. 
God is relying upon each of us to steward God’s church. Let’s be faithful.

NEEDLEWORK GROUP 
The Needlework Groups of both Decatur First UMC and North Decatur UMC invite you 
to join in with your knitting, crocheting, cross-stitching, needlepoint, etc. or just to visit. 
For questions, email Pam Cormany: pamcormany@yahoo.com
•  Decatur First UMC | Every Wednesday | 4:00pm | Room 207
•  North Decatur UMC | Every Other Monday | 6:30pm | NDUMC Fellowship Hall

DIVORCE CARE FOR ADULTS 
For adults going through a divorce or separation. Class meets in the Gathering Room 
from 5:00-6:30PM thru December 10 {excl. Nov 26}. COST: $15/workbook. For more, 
email Meg Lewis: mclhoi2@gmail.com

ENGAGE
HONDURAS MISSION TRIP INTEREST MEETING TODAY 
Become part of the missional journey at Decatur First UMC. We’ll go to a new 
village and have the opportunity to meet new friends. To learn more, we invite you 
to attend one of our information sessions today.
• FELLOWSHIP HALL: 9:40-10:15am
• ROOM 207: after 11:00am Traditional

For questions/interest, email Barbara McCullough: barbaramccullough@me.com

SEPTEMBER MISSION FOCUS: HAGAR'S HOUSE 
September 3-24 the Decatur United Methodist Church family will collect for Hagar 
House, an emergency night shelter and assessment center with support services for 
women with children. The shelter offers at least 30 nights of short-term housing and has 
room for up to 30 guests. In September, we'll collect the following items -
• Blankets/Comforters
• Pillows
• Knit Hats and Gloves for Children

Please place these items at the back of the sanctuary and they will be brought to the 
church office. For more info, email Nathan Rowell: nathanrowell@hotmail.com

CAMP COLLINSWOOD OPEN HOUSE (DATE CORRECTION) 
On Saturday, September 23 come enjoy a day of fishing at scenic Camp Collinswood, 
a United Methodist supported, fully handicapped accessible retreat and recreation 
center on Lake Oconee. Gates open at 8:00am. Bring your fishing equipment and a 
picnic to Camp Collinswood, 1180 Fraction Bottom Road, Buckhead, Georgia 30625.  
No reservations or license required by the state on that day. Email Gue Hudson for 
more information: guehudson@gmail.com

VOICES FOR THE EARTH | SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 | 7PM 
All are invited to a concert celebrating the community of life at Holy Trinity Parish, 515 
E. Ponce de Leon Ave, Decatur. Concert is free and open to the public. Creation Care 
Committee has helped organize this event and the Decatur First UMC Ensemble, 
organized by John Cowden, will perform as part of the concert. Sponsored by Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church, North Decatur Presbyterian Church, Decatur First UMC, First 
Baptist Church Decatur, Agnes Scott College.

PARENTS NIGHT OUT | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 | 5:00-8:00PM 
Parenting is hard and sometimes we all need a night out. We know it's hard sometimes 
to make time for this, so we want to help! We'll take care of your kids and you go enjoy! 
Drop your kids off at Decatur First UMC for a night of fun. Children 6 months up to 5th 
grade are welcome. Park in our lot and walk to the square to enjoy a date night at your 
favorite Decatur restaurant! COST: Suggested donation is $5 per child to cover the cost 
of dinner.  Any donations received beyond $5 per child will go to support UMCOR, the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief, which is responding to victims of Hurricane 
Harvey and other natural disasters. Online registration delayed due to the storm.  
For more information, please email Brittany Jones: brittjones812@gmail.com. 
Program sponsored by the Engage Team.
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Gathering

WELCOME AND THE RITUAL OF FELLOWSHIP Rev. Dalton Rushing

PRELUDE 'Til the Storm Passes By | M. Lister Neil Thompson

*CALL TO WORSHIP  John Cowden

LEADER: Our Lord, God of heaven, 
PEOPLE: let your ear be attentive and your eyes open. 
LEADER: I pray before you day and night. 
PEOPLE: Hear the prayer of your servant.

*HYMN NO. 578  God of Love and God of Power

Hearing the Word

*SCRIPTURE Nehemiah 5:4-11 Michele Wright

And there were those who said, ‘We are having to borrow money on our fields 
and vineyards to pay the king’s tax. Now our flesh is the same as that of our 
kindred; our children are the same as their children; and yet we are forcing our 
sons and daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have been ravished; 
we are powerless, and our fields and vineyards now belong to others.’

I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints. After thinking it 
over, I brought charges against the nobles and the officials; I said to them, ‘You 
are all taking interest from your own people.’ And I called a great assembly to deal 
with them, and said to them, ‘As far as we were able, we have bought back our 
Jewish kindred who had been sold to other nations; but now you are selling your 
own kin, who must then be bought back by us!’ They were silent, and could not 
find a word to say. So I said, ‘The thing that you are doing is not good. Should you 
not walk in the fear of our God, to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? 
Moreover, I and my brothers and my servants are lending them money and grain. 
Let us stop this taking of interest. Restore to them, this very day, their fields, their 
vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the interest on money, grain, 
wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.’

LEADER: The Word of God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

SERMON  Rev. Joya Abrams 
  If You Build It, It Will Fall: Life Lessons from Nehemiah

Responding to The Word
PRAYERS  Rev. Dalton Rushing

OFFERING Prelude on Hyfrydol | arr. D. Hanna Carillon Ringers

*DOXOLOGY NO. 94  Lasst Uns Erfreuen
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  Rev. Dalton Rushing
Steady God, we are prone to wander. But even when we turn from you,  
you hold us fast. Though we cannot repay it, we give in gratitude for your  
unending love and grace. Use our gifts and our hands to bring your love  
and grace to our aching world in Jesus' name. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 584  Lord, You Give the Great Commission

INVITATION, CONFESSION AND PARDON Rev. Dalton Rushing
ALL: Gracious God, we have hurt others and we have been hurt. 
We have presumed upon others, and we have been presumed upon. 
We have taken others for granted, and we have been taken for granted. 
We have dishonored others, and we have been dishonored. 
As we receive your forgiveness for our wrongs, we extend forgiveness to 
others who have wronged us. Have mercy upon us all.

LEADER: Whatever is wrong, God forgives. Whatever is wounded, God heals. 
Whatever is partial, God completes. Whatever is weak, God makes strong. 
You are forgiven and loved, my brothers and sisters. May this assurance of grace 
bring us unity and strength. 

ALL: Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  Rev. Dalton Rushing

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, with your people on earth and all the company in heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power & might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest.

The pastor continues ... 

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving

 as a holy and living sacrifice, 
 in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of the faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

The pastor continues ... 

All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
Communion is open to everyone, no exceptions.  

All the communion bread is gluten, egg, and dairy free.  
Communion Servers: Rev. Dalton Rushing, Rev. Joya Abrams,  

Susan and David Popwell

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given 
yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of your spirit 
to give ourselves for others. In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Going Out to Serve
*HYMN NO. 571  Go, Make of All Disciples

*BENEDICTION  Rev. Joya Abrams

POSTLUDE On Christ, the Solid Rock I Stand | J. Dykes Neil Thompson

*Please stand as you are able.


