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HOW BIG IS GOD'S LOVE?
As part of our Future Story, contractors have been renovating and refurbishing our facilities so that they are more of a help than 
a hindrance to our ministries.  As I watched a team install new flooring in a children’s classroom, I remembered a lesson Anne 
Lamott wrote about in her book, Grace (Eventually).

Anne teaches Sunday School in her small Presbyterian church.  One day she bought a carpet remnant for her classroom for $50. 
She took the carpet home, unrolled it, and discovered a large patch of mold. The carpet simply wouldn’t do for her Sunday School 
children. 

So she went back to the store to return the carpet. The bookkeeper wasn’t in, but she was promised a refund. When Anne re-
turned the next day the owner said someone had already picked up the money. “Impossible,” Anne said.  “Someone picked it up 
an hour ago,” the owner replied. Anne telephoned the other teachers. No one had picked up the money. There must be a mistake. 

She went back to the store to make her case and encountered an equally adamant proprietor. “Someone picked up the money.”  
“Look,” Anne said in her sternest Sunday School teacher voice, “I don’t want to make trouble. But no one picked up the money. 
I’d like it. Now.”

The owner tapped the ledger and the column of checks written, including one for $50. “That doesn’t mean anything,” Anne said.  
“I’m from a Sunday School. This is for little children.” For good measure she added, “With asthma.”  The carpet guy just rolled 
his eyes and waved her away like a mosquito.  And that’s when Anne went walnuts.  She screamed, “Do you want me to call the 
police?  Huh?  How about that!  Or a lawyer?  I’ve got a lawyer!  You want a lawsuit?  Just give me the freaking money!”  

The carpet guy smirked, rolled his eyes again, and pulled out his checkbook.  “Sheesh, lady,” he said as he wrote her a check for 
$50.  “Must be some nice Sunday School you teach.”  Filled with a deep sense of satisfaction and vindication, Anne took the check 
to the bank.  The teller slid it back to her.  “I’m sorry.  Insufficient funds.”

Anne writes, “I took the check and sat outside the bank for a while.  ‘Look,’ I said to God, ‘it’s to you.  You copy that?’  Then I 
started to laugh.  I felt deep inside that I’d gotten it, though I could not quite have said what I’d gotten.  I didn’t get the delicious 
taste of release I’d been expecting when a wrong has been righted, but I got something better, a kind of miracle.”

“Now what am I supposed to do?” she asked God, and after a few minutes she knew.  We have a moral obligation to clean up our 
side of the street.  So she took the carpet guy some flowers, with the bounced check and a note attached that said, “I am very 
sorry for the way I behaved. Anne.”

“You want to know how big God’s love is?” she asks in her book. “The answer is: very big. It’s bigger than you’re comfortable 
with.”

GENERAL
BLESSING OF THE PETS
October 1, 10am — Pet Blessing
In honor of St Francis of Assisi who was a lover of all animal 
life, join us on the front lawn with your furry, scaly, slimy, or 
slithery friends to receive a blessing. We look forward to seeing 
you there!

MINISTRIES
PRESCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
Decatur First Methodist Preschool and Kindergarten starts an 
exciting new school year on August 17. Children ages 2 1/2 
through kindergarten will play, learn and have fun in their ex-
citing, developmentally appropriate half day classes.

Highlights of the next months include classroom visits on Au-
gust 15 and 16, Parent Coffees and Orientation on August 17 
and 18, and a Parent Meeting on August 22 to meet the staff 
and visit your child's classroom. There will be a school wide 
picnic on September 7 at the Recreation Center. Optional en-
richment activities from 12-1pm begin September 19. These 

David

activities include Kid's Club, Spanish, Art, Letter Bugs, Junior 
Scientist and Yoga.

If you are interested in enrolling your child, then please call 
Joanne Hauserman at 304-377-5784 or email her at dfum-
preschool@gmail.com. Information about the program is also 
available through the church website at www.decaturfirst.org.

CHILDREN'S MORNING OUT AT DFUMC
CMO starts the 2016-2017 school year on Monday, Aug. 8th. 
We are open on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays from 9:15am-
1:15pm. We will soon be adding Wednesdays to our program. 
We still have a few spaces for the school year. If you are inter-
ested, please contact Michelle Marshall at CMO@decaturfirst.
org or www.decaturfirst.org/childrens-morning-out/.

BUILDING RENOVATION UPDATE
As we head into the back to school season and then into foot-
ball (yea football!), we are seeing the changes of the facilities 
as promised with the sale of the Bassett House.  The goal of 
the sale was to use the proceeds to help create more inviting 
and usable spaces for our youth and children as priority num-
ber one.  While these are not all the changes, below is a list of 
many that are happening:
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First Floor – all rooms have been painted and received new 
flooring.  This was complicated by the fact that we not only 
removed the tiles but the asbestos that was lying under it.  
The Fellowship Hall also received new flooring which caters 
much closer to all of the usage it receives, especially with 
food and clean up.  The hallways too were painted and re-
ceived new flooring as well as new ceiling tiles and lighting.  
The kitchen received a deep cleaning, new paint and a pan-
try was created out of the old office.
 
Gym and Gym Rooms – The gym rooms have been painted 
and received new flooring, ceiling tiles, and updated lights.  
Three of the rooms are dedicated space for our Youth pro-
gram including G6 which is  now a hangout space including 
TVs, gaming equipment and more.  G2 is now dedicated 
solely to Meals on Wheels and supporting this ministry.  The 
gym is being painted, the floor is being updated with new 
coating, lines and more.  New basketball goals are going in 
which will telescope back so the gym can be used for other 
activities and sports such as volleyball, skating, pickle ball, 
and more.  The lighting has been redone with up to date 
LED lighting which is a large cost saver.  There is also work 
ongoing with a circulation system to cool the space down.
 
Second Floor – Room 218 has been divided into two rooms 
with a new center wall going in.  This allows more space for 
Sunday School.  The library (room 207) contents have all 
been moved to F1 off the Fellowship Hall.  F1 will serve as 
both Sunday School apace as well as hosting the library, ar-
chives and host the Bevel Jones prayer room furniture.  The 
library (207) will become a space for meetings and Sunday 
School.  The open space in front of the program offices has 
been reconfigured with two new offices being built.  The 
hallways are receiving new flooring.

The third floor is also getting a facelift with the hall receiving 
new paint and flooring.  The choir room is also receiving 
new flooring.
 
The Sycamore building has extensive updates on the third 
floor which include fresh paint, new carpeting, and brighter 
lighting.  There are several room open and available for Sun-
day school or other activities during non-preschool hours.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
STATUS REPORT
As we start living into our Future Story, the Community En-
gagement Team is excited to report we have received over 
120 completed “Gift Inventories” and are continuing to solic-
it responses from all of the DFUMC community. It has been 
remarkable to discover the variety of talents and hobbies in 
our congregation as well as the desire to serve others that 
so many people have expressed through this process. We 
will soon be following up on these surveys to find out the 
best way to share the information with DFUMC members so 
that they can connect according to needs and interests.  We 
will also be attempting to have more in-depth conversations 
with each person to delve into their responses. We hope to 
learn how to best get each person more engaged with other 
church members and (later) the community at large as we 
use our gifts to further our mission.

JOIN A CHILDREN’S CHOIR IN AUGUST
The Decatur First United Methodist Church Children’s Music 
Ministry is happy to announce the children’s choir line up for 
the 2016-17 choir year. By joining a children’s choir you will 
grow in spirit as you share God’s love for all by singing in
worship, performing a musical in the fall for Café Decatur, 
presenting the children’s special Advent program and singing 
for residents in assisted living homes.

You do not have to be a church member to join our children’s 
choirs. Rehearsals are held throughout the school year from 
August 10 –April 30. Choirs for age three through fifth grade 
meet on Wednesday and Sunday. Just pick the day that works 
best for your schedule. Choirs begin on August 10 and 14.

For more information contact: Michele Wright at 404-378- 
4541 ext. 305 or MWright@decaturfirst.org

CHILDREN'S MUSICAL “NOT YOUR  
AVERAGE JOE” THIS NOVEMBER
The Hosanna Children’s Choir will perform the musical “Not 
Your Average Joe” at Café Decatur in November. It’s the clas-
sic Old Testament story with a musical twist. Step back to the 
rock ‘n roll days of 1959 to discover how this age old story 
transcends time. Even with poodle skirts, bobbie socks, car 
hops and surfers, God’s message remains the same: trust the 
Lord with all your heart. We invite you to join us on Wednes-
day, November 9, at 6:30pm for this musical treat.

FIRST STEPS IN MUSIC
First Steps in Music are classes for lap babies/crawlers & 
toddlers/walkers up to age 3. We invite parents to come and 
spend some special musical time with your children as we 
move, sing, and play instruments. Each class is about 30 to 
40 minutes long and is free of charge to all parents of little 
ones. Start date for classes are:

• Monday, September 19 at 10:45am in Room 304
• Tuesday, September 20 at 6:30pm in Room 304

Register Today! Space is limited to 10 families in each class. 

MUSIC!
After an action-packed June, including Music n More, Vacation 
Bible School, and Youth Music Mission, we said goodbye to 
our beloved Associate Director of Music, Mitch Weisiger, on 
July 24.  He will be sorely missed, and he will be impossible to 
replace.  Nevertheless, we have begun the process of seeking 
the people and configuration that will allow the music ministry 
of Decatur First to continue leading the church in worship and 
in its efforts to follow God’s call into mission with our commu-
nity. 

Now that August has arrived, in the words of Diana Roberts 
in the staff skit, “Crank it up, Jim!” Rehearsals are beginning 
in August as listed below.  There’s no special requirement to 
join, and we always love to see new faces.  Just show up to a 
rehearsal…we’ll handle the rest!  We have choirs for children 
as young as 6 months old and as old as…well, let’s just say 
if you’re reading this, you’re neither too old nor too young.  
We have an opportunity for you to get involved in music at 
Decatur First.
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Chancel Choir, Carillon Ringers: August 3
Youth Choir, Celebration Ringers: August 7 (children’s 
choir roundup)
Children’s Choirs and Bells: August 10
Spirits of Joy (Senior Adult Choir): August 11
Go ahead and mark your calendar for September 25.  That 
will be Music Sunday, a day on which most of our ensembles 
participate in worship as we celebrate their role in leading the 
worship life of the church.
 
You may also want to put October 8 on your calendar.  That’s 
the date for the Oakhurst Porchfest, when our bell choir will 
be out in Oakhurst playing for an hour or two while folks pass 
by.  Remember that crowds beget crowds!  I hope to see you 
there.

Finally, we’ll have our Waffle-Off Preliminary on October 30 
right after church.  Our new associate pastor believes he 
can dominate just like Bat Girl, but other worthy competitors 
stand between him and his chance to challenge Robin “for the 
children” Rock.  Don’t miss your chance to influence the tide 
of human history by voting for your favorite waffle!

And then. ..and then…and then?!  Our Chancel Choir will have 
its annual masterworks concert on Sunday, November 6.
It’s about one major event per month, and all of them are a 
lot of fun.  Come and participate as a performer, or come and 
enjoy as a member of the audience.  You won’t regret it!

YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR
AUGUST
August 7- Youth Choir and Youth Group Launch
August 14- Youth Mission Project
Be on the lookout for how we can help serve with the 
Foster Parent appreciation event at church this day! 
August 21- Youth 
August 28- Youth 

SEPTEMBER
September 4- Dinner on the Square
September 11- Youth
September 18- BRAVES OUTING!
We’re headed to the Braves game right after church! 
Details about choir time, lunch, and cost will be forth-
coming! 
September 25- Youth

OCTOBER
October 2- Youth 
October 9- Youth
October 16- Youth Mission Project
Lord’s Mountain Orphanage, a United Methodist or-
phanage in Zambezi, Zambia, provides a home, meals, 
clothes, and school tuition for 40 orphans in the 
Zambezi area. Rev. and Mrs. Bernard Lumene left their 
home in the Congo and moved their family to Zambezi 
to meet this need. We will create care packages at 
youth to send the orphans, staff, and Lumene fami-
ly that will arrive in Zambezi around Christmas time. 
Ideal things to go in these packages are small toys, 
light- weight children’s books, personal hygiene items 
(toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant), wash cloths, 
hair accessories, school supplies, socks, hats, and 
wallets. We want items appropriate for young children 
as well as the older youth of the orphanage. No food, 
liquids, or breakable items should be sent. Our goal is 
to create a care package for each orphan and hopefully 
for the Lumene family. We’re asking our youth to help 
by providing a few items to go in the packages as well 
as assemble them; keep in mind we need things for 
a variety of boys, girls, and an age range of three to 
eighteen. 
October 23- Haints and Saints Parade
October 30- Halloween Party at Youth!

Mark your calendar! The Fall Festival for kids of all ages is 
Friday, October 28. Cost of admission: 2 canned items (i.e. 
peanut butter, rice, boxed macaroni and cheese, etc.) for 
DEAM (Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry). There will 
be bouncy houses, carnival games, trick-or-treating, laser 
tag (3rd - 5th graders) & more.  Hot dog dinner is $2.

Volunteers: Volunteer for the Fall Festival and welcome 
community kids to our church!  Volunteers are needed to 
help with set up, run carnival games, do face painting and to 
supervise bouncy houses/laser tag.

Candy Donations: We need candy for the Fall Festival!  
Please drop off individually packaged (nut free!!!) candy in 
one of the collection bins around the church by Sunday, Oc-
tober 18.

Costume Bank: Do you have Halloween costumes that 
your kids have outgrown or are no longer needed? Please 
donate them for our Fall Festival Costume Bank. You can 
bring the costumes to the church office any time before the 
Fall Festival.

Door Challenge: We are asking the Sunday School classes 
to partner with us by sponsoring our indoor trick-or-treating. 
Here's what we need: 

1. Have your Sunday School class decide on a theme.
2. Decorate a second floor door according to your theme.
3. Send members of your Sunday School class to your as-
signed door to pass out candy during the Fall Festival.
4. The winning door will receive a breakfast spread for their 
Sunday School class.

For any info regarding the fall festival contact Usha Raghavan 
at uraghavan@decaturfirst.org
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OPERATING FUND
In Memory of Lora Brantley
Linder & Harry Clark
Jean & Robert Braswell
Julie Childs
Patty & Eric Hingst
Jean & George Mangham
Kim & Webster Mangham
Margaret & Jim Mangham
Marolon Mangham
Sara McKee
Melody Moxley
Kitty & Bob Mozley
Tu & Long Pham
John, Martha, Ashley, & John Plant Jr.
William St. John
 
In Memory of Bob Fleming
Julie Childs
Fletcher Daley
Dick Deneke
Mary & Jim Farmer
Louise & Gary Fleming
The Loma Elaine Headley Trust
Ann Hord
Becky & Larry Spainhour
 
In Memory of John de Jarnette
Margie, Jean, Carolyn, Evelyn, 
     Virginia, Ann, Mablene, Edna, 
     & Cora
Mary Campbell
Linder & Harry Clark
Ruby Daves
Ann Harrell
Jo Ann Henson
Sara McKee
Pat & John Post
Bill Rice
Betty & Jim Williams
 
In Memory of Anne Pattillo
Alleen & Jim Bratton
Mary & William Clary
ClearStar
Suzanne & Tony Dowd
The Harris Family
James Jowers
Mr. & Mrs. Robbie Lineberger
Sarah & Joe Looper
Nancy & Larry Mansfield
Steve Martin
J. T. Morgan

Virginia Patterson
Anne Powell
Cindy & Jack Rooker
Andre Schnabl
Mr. & Mrs. G.W. Smith
Catherine & Raymond Stainback
Dorothy Yeomans
 
In Memory of Dan Pattillo
The Harris Family
Anne Powell
 
In Memory of Virginia Proctor
Martha & Jerry Morrow
 
In Memory of Dr. Thomas Scott
Fletcher Daley
 
MUSIC MINISTRY
In Memory of Lora Brantley
Mary Campbell
Meg & Frank Manning
 
In Memory of Bob Fleming
Linder & Harry Clark
Joanne & Bill Hauserman
Rhoda & Doug Joyner
Meg & Frank Manning
John Robinson
 
In Memory of Anne Pattillo
Meg & Frank Manning
 
STILLWELL  
MAINTENANCE TRUST
In Memory of Lora Brantley
Harry Stillwell
 
In Memory of Bob Fleming
Jan & Bob Espy
 
In Memory of Wesley Googer
Harry Stillwell
 
In Memory of Anne Pattillo
Harry Stillwell
 
In Memory of Dr. Thomas Scott
Jan & Bob Espy
Harry Stillwell
 
YOUTH MINISTRY
In Memory of Halle Scott
Sandra & Jerry Sanders
 
In Memory of Lonnie Wall
Sandra & Jerry Sanders

 
YOUTH AND CHILDREN’S  
MINISTRY
In Honor of the 26 new babies born 
into Decatur First UMC
Ruthie & Jim Wood
 
In Memory of Virginia Proctor
Ruthie & Jim Wood
 
In Memory of Reba Rice
Ruthie & Jim Wood
 
CHAPEL FUND
In Memory of Wesley Googer
Linder & Harry Clark
 
In Memory of Eday Wamsley
Jake Wamsley
 
UNITED METHODIST  
WOMEN
In Memory of Lora Brantley
Joanne & Bill Hauserman
 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of Mary and Bill Fox
Elizabeth Fox
 
In Memory of Anne Pattillo
Jake Wamsley

GIFTS GIVEN

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
THROUGH JULY 31, 2016

As you can see we are still trending in the 
negative.  Summer is usually a slow time 
for giving due to so many people being 
away on vacation.  The staff has continued 
to be very frugal in spending and in such 
they have spent almost $42,000 less year 
to date than projected.  However, as the 
year draws closer to December, we have 
bills that will need to be paid which we 
had committed to through our 2016 annu-
al budget.  We are grateful for all your 
tithes and offerings and hope you can 
help us close the gap.

GIVING TO 
OPERATING 

FUND:
$870,022

BUDGET
NEEDED:
$952,700

DEFICIT: $82,677 
$1,000,000

$0
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August 3 // Wednesday Adult Choirs Resume
August 5 // Children’s Morning Out Open House
August 7 // Promotion Sunday, Parent Coffee, and  
Blessing of the Backpacks
August 7 // Children’s Choir Round-up
August 7 // Sunday Adult and Youth Choirs Resume
August 7 // Youth Launch
August 7-13 // Week to Serve Meals at Hagar’s House
August 8 // Children’s Morning Out First Day
August 9 // UMW 140th Anniversary Dinner
August 10 // Wednesday Children’s Choirs Resume
August 10 // ASP Spaghetti Dinner
August 11 // Thursday Adult Choir Resumes
August 14 // Foster Parent Appreciation Event
August 17 // WCM Preschool First Day
September 1 // Resume Monday-Friday Office Hours

September 5// Labor Day – Office Closed
September 9-11 // Chancel Choir Retreat
September 11 // Community Interfaith Worship  
Service and Potluck
September 19 // First Steps in Music Begins
September 19-26 // Hometown Mission Week
September 25  // Music Sunday
September 29-October 2 //  Drama Performances
October 1// Blessing of the Pets
October 8 // Oakhurst Porchfest
October 16 // Third Grade Bibles
October 22 // Breakthru House Benefit Event
October 28 // Fall Festival
October 28 // ADOX District 6 Relational  
Group Charge Conference
October 30 // Waffle-Off Preliminary Lunch

SAVE THE DATE

Bishop In Residence  L. Bevel Jones
Senior Pastor   David B. Jones
Associate Pastor   Patrick Faulhaber
Executive Pastor   Jason Forster
Accounting Manager  Debbie Hutto
Admin. Asst. to the Executive Pastor Bethany Eyrich
Admin. Asst. to the Pastors  Janice Yates
Asst. Dir. of Children’s Ministries Usha Raghavan
CAYA Worship Leader  Kelly Holyoak
Day Porter   Dexter Hudson

Director of Care and Records   Sally Winter
Director of Children’s Ministries  Robin Harp
Director of Children’s Morning Out Program Michelle Marshall
Director of Children’s Music   Michele Wright
Director of Music    John Cowden
Director of Weekday Kindergarten  Joanne Hauserman
Director of Youth Ministries   Brittany Sanders
Facilities Manager    Mike Workman
Missionaries    Ted & Carla Warnock
Ministers to Senior Adults   Jim & Diana Roberts

STAFF DIRECTORY


