
DESIGNATED FUNDS
GENERAL FUND: Charge is to prioritize mission work 
of DFUMC and in the community. May be used for 
any purpose that furthers the mission of DFUMC.  
Includes named gifts, as follows: 
  A.H. Ham McAfee Memorial 
  The Carrie Hoffman Educational Endowment Fund 
  William C. (Bill) Fox Memorial Fund 
  Smith-Barrett Memorial Fund 
  The Stephen Furse Memorial Fund 
  The Betty Pelton Fund 
  The Safford Harris Bequest 
  The Wilberth Mills Mewborn Memorial Fund

GENERAL MAINTENANCE FUND: To provide for 
major maintenance of church facilities and properties 
not provided for in the operating budget.

THE RENFROE FUND: To support and improve 
the kitchen facilities for needs not included in the 
operating budget.

THE ELEANOR STILLWELL FUND: To provide for 
major maintenance of church facilities not included in 
the operating budget.

THE LEE HALE BROWN FUND: To provide for 
the operation and improvement of the DFUMC 
Kindergarten and Preschool, including scholarship 
assistance for worthy applicants. This fund is 
administered by the Board of Directors of the school.

LORI TAYLOR DUNN/SHIRLEY P. TAYLOR 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND: To provide assistance to 
persons enrolled in college or more advanced 
studies. This is not limited to tuition assistance.

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND: To provide 
scholastic assistance to worthy applicants. Includes 
named gifts, as follows:  
  The Robert P. Shinall, Jr. M.D. Memorial Fund 
  The Mary Steele Morgan Fund 
  The Carol Turner Jenkins Scholarship Fund

VIRGINIA GRIMAUD ST. JOHN FUND: To support 
the music ministry of DFUMC.

WORSHIP/MUSIC FUND: To enhance and support 
the worship and music ministries of DFUMC. Includes 
named gifts, as follows: 

  The Edna W. Figart Chancel Memorial Fund 
  The Katie Paine Fund

PASTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND: To address 
human needs at the discretion of the Senior Minister. 
Includes named gifts, as follows:  
  The Ben McGriff Memorial Fund 
  The W. Wayne Garwood Fund

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY FUND: To support the 
children’s ministry of DFUMC. Includes named gifts, 
as follows: 
  The Odille Ousley Memorial Fund 
  The Anne Morris Henderson Memorial Fund

Any person or group of persons making a bequest, 
devise, trust, living trust or gift in the amount of 
$100,000 or more to the Fund may name it as a 
memorial or in honor of someone, may designate 
the purpose or cause which is consistent with 
the program and ministry of Decatur First United 
Methodist Church, Inc. and the United Methodist 
Church, upon approval of the Committee. Forms 
for requesting establishment of a new Fund may 
be obtained in the Finance Office. Gifts of less than 
$100,000 will be added to the General Trust Fund or 
the Legacy Fund, unless the donor specifies the gift 
be placed in one of the existing designated funds.

Gifts of any size are welcome and are a tax-deductible 
donation. Cash, insurance policies and publicly 
traded securities may be gifted without restriction. 
A 401k or IRA are excellent vehicles since a non-
charitable heir would be taxed at regular income tax 
rates whereas a charitable beneficiary would not be 
subject to tax. Closely-held securities, real property, 
intangible personal property and other types of 
property may be gifted in accordance with the “Gifts 
Acceptance Policy.” Gifts may be made in the form 
of outright gifts during lifetime or at death through a 
will. An IRA or insurance policy can be conveyed with 
the designation of Decatur First United Methodist 
Church as the beneficiary. Additionally, gifts may 
be made through trusts during lifetime or at death. 
The Endowment Fund Committee and the Financial 
Secretary can assist you in specifics of transfer.

ESTABLISHED FUNDS

TYPES OF ASSETS
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Growing our giving as we grow our faith

The true meaning of life  
is to plant trees, under whose  
shade you do not expect to sit



THE FINAL TITHE
Over the next 50 years, it's estimated between $41 
and $136 trillion will pass from older Americans 
to younger generations. However, nearly 60% 
of Americans do not have a will. And only 8% 
of American wills contain any charitable giving 
whatsoever.  The result is only about 3% of all 
Christians, including United Methodists, leave 
anything to charity, with even less to continue God’s 
work. To paraphrase our Lord, where are the other 
97% to give thanks and glory to God?  {Luke 17:11-19, 
NIV}

When God richly provides, as Christians, we have 
an opportunity to give a final tithe to ministries we 
cherish. Tithing is the practice of giving one-tenth 
of one's income or possessions to God. The final 
tithe is a way to continue blessing present and future 
generations even after you have completed your time 
on earth. 

Would you consider establishing a gift to Decatur 
First United Methodist Church in your will to establish 
a permanent endowment for future generations? If 
we as United Methodists would leave a tenth of our 
estates to God, imagine the impact we could have 
for God’s kingdom? We could leave a legacy of 
generosity for all generations. 

Jesus said, "Do not store up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 
thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.”  {Matthew 6:19-21, NIV} 

What will your legacy be? When you enter into God’s 
eternal kingdom, will your last act on earth be a 
witness you had a heart for God?

Did you know you can give to Decatur First United 
Methodist Church in a variety of ways; not just 
through Sunday morning plate offerings, but in 
creative ways that allow you to use your assets in 
addition to income? 

OUTRIGHT GIFTS 
  Cash 
  Publicly Traded Securities 
  Real Property 
  Tangible Personal Property 
  Other Property

Beyond your outright gifts, a legacy gift to the 
endowment fund can help ensure the ministries 
that have meant the most to you in your lifetime 
will continue into the future. You do not have to be 
wealthy to give.  You may make gifts in memory or in 
honor of friends and family.  

With legacy giving, you decide what to give and how 
to give it. Many legacy gifts offer certain advantages 
to both the donor and the church. You may designate 
your gift to benefit a certain ministry area. A list of our 
designated funds is on the next page.

APPRECIATED SECURITIES — Transfers of stocks 
or mutual funds may be made directly from your 
brokerage account to (church name).  To inquire 
about how to transfer securities, please contact 
(church office/business administrator) at (phone 
number). 

BENEFICIARY DESIGNATIONS — Donors may make 
a significant deferred gift to the church by designating 
(church name) as a beneficiary of a life insurance 
policy or retirement plan.  There are many ways to 
give through life insurance and retirement plans, 
some of which may have benefits to donors.  Please 
consult your financial advisor. 

LEAVING YOUR LEGACY

POPULAR WAYS TO GIVE

BEQUEST IN YOUR WILL — Give a fixed amount or 
item (or property) to the church.  Some donors prefer 
to designate a percentage of their estate or donate 
the residual amount left in the estate after all other 
bequests are granted. 

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY — Real and 
personal property such as land, homes, automobiles, 
works of art, antiques, coin or stamp collections, 
jewelry, and other items also may be given to the 
church.  

LIFE INCOME PLANS — Life income plans such as 
charitable gift annuities and charitable remainder 
trusts may be set up through the Georgia United 
Methodist Foundation to benefit Decatur First United 
Methodist Church. Donors receive a charitable 
deduction when the gift is made in addition to fixed 
income payments throughout their lifetimes. The 
remainder goes to the church upon the death of the 
donor. 

“Every generous act of giving, 
with every perfect gift, is from 

above.” – James 1:17

The purpose of this publication is to provide general 
gift giving information. Neither the author nor this 
organization is engaged in rendering legal or tax 
advisory service. State laws govern wills, trusts and 
charitable gifts made in a contractual agreement.  

For advice and assistance in specific cases, the 
services of an attorney or other professional advisor 
should be obtained. 

For helpful information in planning, visit the 
Georgia United Methodist Foundation website:

WWW.GUMF.ORG

DISCLAIMER


