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Nurturing your child’s development in a loving, Christian setting 

A Focus On Love 

By Director Michelle Marshall 

Love is in the air and all around at the CMO 
throughout the school year, but it is especially 
fun to get to focus on the theme of love for 
the month of February.  

After learning about Groundhog’s Day and the 
excitement of the Super Bowl, the classrooms 
dove right into sharing, caring, friendship and 
love.  

We also enjoyed the first storytelling visit by 
Christy Foelsch.  

All the classrooms enjoyed celebrating  
Valentine’s Day, with a special focus on 
hearts, hugs and friends.  

We also incorporated community helpers into 
our month and got to educate our little ones 
on how firefighters, police officers, postal 
workers, doctors, farmers, teachers and more 
contribute to our community and world.  

Our color focus was on pink and red and our 
spiritual focus was on how God’s love is  
forever, the Golden Rule and how Jesus loves 
me (and you!)  

For the Lord is good and His love endures 
forever; His faithfulness continues through 

all generations. Psalm 100:5 

A new command I give to you: Love one  
another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. John 13:34 

PARKS AROUND DECATUR 

Glen Lake Park 
1211 Church St 
Decatur, GA 30030 
404-377-7231 

First Christian Church of Decatur Communi-
ty Park (toy park!) 
601 West Ponce De Leon Ave 
Decatur, GA 30030 

First Christian Church of Decatur Communi-
ty Park (toy park!) 
601 West Ponce De Leon Ave 
Decatur, GA 30030 
404-377-7321  

Mason Mill Park 
1340 McConnell Dr 
Decatur, GA 30033 
404-679-1349 

Candler Park 
585 Candler Park Dr NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 

NATURE PARKS AROUND DECATUR 

Lake Claire Community Land Trust Park 
280 Arizona Ave NE 
Atlanta, GA 30307 

Hidden Cove Park 
758 Scott Blvd. 
Decatur, GA 30030 

A 3-acre park directly behind Westchester 
Elementary School, offering a perfect place 
for a walk or quiet time on a nice sunny day. 

Glen Creek Nature Preserve 
Fairview Street 
Decatur, GA 30030 

A 2 acre bio-reserve of native Piedmont  
Habitat maintained by neighbors and owned 
by the COD. Glenn Creek runs through the 
property and is part of the South Fork 
Peachtree sub-watershed. 



For the Love of Words 

By Explorer Room Teacher Joanna Duke 

As a teacher in the 18-months to two-year-old  
classroom, I get a lot of questions about language 
development from parents. As I approach this topic 
with my Explorer Room families, I am grateful I have 
the informative and helpful information I got as a  
parent from various speech and language pathologists 
beginning when my now ten-year-old child was a  
toddler. 

My son was diagnosed with language delay and artic-
ulation issues when he was three-years-old, which 
were resolved with early intervention speech therapy. 
I was not fully aware of the severity of his problem 
until he was enrolled in a preschool  program at two-
and-a-half-years-old and the teacher brought to my 
attention how little she could understand him say and 
how the lack of communication led to behavior  
problems with his teacher and peers. At home, I had 
learned to understand his version of communicating 
and much of the time, anticipated his needs before he 
even had to request them. I thought this behavior was 
evidence of being a nurturing, attentive mom. Going 
to school was a big eye-opener for me and my child. 

When we started therapy, the speech and language 
pathologists helped me learn strategies for  
encouraging language development from my child at 
home, which I now pass on to my Explorer Room  
parents when asked, and also incorporate into our 
classroom curriculum on a weekly basis. My primary 
goal is to instill in each child the need for speech and 
the desirability of “using words.” After all, speech is 
crucial for controlling and interacting with your  
environment and for expressing ideas and feelings. 
Some kids, even those without a “language problem,” 
do not feel as motivated as others to employ speaking 

as a necessary strategy for control, interaction, and 
enjoyment, and a lot of the time it is because their 
present strategy of communicating and coping in their 
world works just fine. Whether it is pointing and  
saying, “uh,” taking your hand and leading you to 
what he or she wants, crying, or just getting  
something for him or herself, the child feels his or her 
needs and wants are being met. 

As a parent, the first strategy I had to learn was  
making the effort to NOT anticipate my child’s every 
need or desire before he had the chance to make 
them known to me. I learned this also included getting 
the cooperation of an older sister to not talk for my 
son. Building upon that strategy, I began to delay my 
responses to my child’s pointing, gestures, or babbling 
when he wanted something, too. Of course, when 
your child points or gestures without attempting to 
talk, he or she is still trying to communicate, and you 
eventually do have to respond to this non-verbal  
communication. You do not want to frustrate your 
child. However, if you want to try this at home, just try 
pretending you don’t understand what he or she 
wants for 15-20 seconds and then respond  
appropriately. Whereas, if he or she attempts to say 
any meaningful word or words, you would respond 
appropriately to him or her right away. Show your 
child that the payoff for attempting to use words is 
much greater - things happen faster. For instance, 
when your child points to his or her cup, you might 
say, “I’m not sure. Do you want this toy? (pause) a 
spoon? (pause) Oh, your cup!” And then you might 
reiterate the word, “cup,” but don’t ask him or her or 
expect him or her to say the word “cup” right then. 

These and other strategies can be used throughout 
the day for encouraging language development and 
are beneficial to any child, even those who are not 
“expressively delayed.”  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

MARCH 6 & 15 
Parent Coffee  

APRIL 3-7 
CMO Closed for Spring Break 

APRIL 10-14 
School Pictures 

BE A KID NIGHT 
Join us Tuesday, April 27 from 
4:30-6:00pm at CMO.  
It will be an evening of crafts 
and fun with your child and their 
teachers. Each classroom sets up 
an art project for all the children 
to do. You get to come in, walk 
around the hallway and do some 
arts and crafts with your child. 
We will also have the music 
room open and  you can go in 
there and use the instruments. 
All the classrooms will be open 
as well as the playground. Plan 
to bring your whole family. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

To Tyler Bailey (Explorer Room) 
birth of baby brother, Gavin Lee Bailey 
on 2/4/17 

To Penelope Michalak (Corner Room) 
birth of baby  sister, Roksana McCarthy 
Michalak  on 2/22/17 

To Cameron Sherman (Explorer 
Room) - birth of baby sister  
Rosalie Carlene Sherman on 3/5/17 


