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Decatur(First(NeXt(

The(Keys(to(Relevance,(Relationships(and((

Re:engagement(
(

The(keys(are(based(on(us,(the(members(of(Decatur(First,(and(what(we(do.((We(
need(to(be(a(community(with(special(characteristics(of(heart(and(mind(where(
people(perpetually(ask:(

((

• Are(we(motivated(by(love?(

(

• Are(we(focused(on(building(authentic(
community?(

(

• Are(we(open(and(affirming(to(everyone,(
embracing(them(as(they(are?(

(

• Are(we(honest(and(transparent(in(our(
beliefs?(
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• Are(we(committed(to(serving(others?(

(
• Is(our(worship(life(relevant?(

(

• What(investments(do(we(need(to(make(in(
our(relationships(with(people(in(Decatur?(

(

• Do(we(pull(people(into(the(church(or(do(we(
accompany(our(neighbors(through(the(
doors?(

(
"
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“Love!your!neighbor!as!yourself”!

That!is!the!guiding!principle!of!Decatur!First!United!Methodist!Church!as!we!engage,!inspire!and!serve!
our!community.!Our!love!for!God!manifests!itself!in!our!commitment!to!one!another!and!the!world!

around!us.!Through!a!shared!relationship!with!God!and!shared!experiences,!we!are!one!family!united!in!
the!Gospel!message!of!love!and!service.!We!don’t!have!all!the!answers!and!embrace!the!journey!toward!
God’s!truth.!We!are!a!family!of!engaged!minds,!with!great!humility!and!an!appreciation!for!God’s!grace.!

All!are!welcome.!Won’t!you!join!us?!

THE!DECATUR!FIRST!FAMILY!

Growing up, my family never went to church. It wasn’t something we did. As I got older, I 

didn’t have much of a relationship with God. When I was a freshman in college, my best 
friend’s mother died of cancer and I was angry. The first time I ever went 
to a church was at her funeral, and I was so uncomfortable amid the 
rituals, the old songs and scripted responses. A few weeks later, I was at 
Java Monkey for open-mic night, listening to all the poetry, jams and 
random thoughts. When Jason stepped up and did a rap about how life’s 
struggles had almost consumed him until he found his way to Decatur 



First, I felt something take hold inside me. Afterwards, I 
went over to Jason who was sitting with a big group of his 
friends (I later found out they were all members of Decatur 
First). We started talking, and I learned they didn’t just go to 
church together, they did life together _ hanging out, 
supporting each other. It was just what I needed. _ Sasha, 21 

 

The first time I met someone from 

Decatur First, I was on my knees pulling 
up tile, using some good old-fashioned 
elbow grease and covered in sweat. I was 
helping to redo a bathroom for a woman 
taking care of her mother, who was in the 

advanced stages of Alzheimer’s. The other crew at the house 
was from the church. I couldn’t believe how active they are 
in the local community! I had just moved from Charlotte, 
where I did outreach work for a local nonprofit. It turns out 
the church was looking for a new community engagement 
director, and I eagerly applied. It’s been tough to keep up 
with the congregation! They have so many wonderful service 
projects. And one of my favorites is the weekly “Ask an 
Expert” series in which one member of the church shares his 
or her talents with the entire community, from financial 
planning to job interviews. Our dedication to service does 
not begin and end with local and national charities. We are 
present in the community, and our primary goal is to help 
people where they are.  _ Maria, 32 

 

My best friend Lauren and her family 

have been coming to Decatur First since 
forever. I never thought about going to 
church, but Lauren was always talking 
about how awesome the youth program 
is. I asked my mom if she would drop 
me off one Thursday, and I could tell she was surprised. I 
couldn’t believe how much fun it was! I thought it would be 
more like school, but we mostly talk about life, laugh, sing 
and laugh some more. I think other kids feel like the Bible 
has a lot of “don’ts,” but we talk about how what Jesus told 
us really matters and that’s helping others. Mary, our youth 
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Monday!

7!p.m.!_!Parents&Me!meets!in!
Room!106.!Children!under!2!
are!welcome!for!music!‘n’!
more.!

Tuesday!

7!p.m.!_!Celebrate!Recovery!
meets!in!Room!307.!

Wednesday!

5:30!p.m._!Family!dinner!in!the!
Fellowship!Hall,!followed!by!
music!ministry!and!Parenting!
101.!!

Thursday!

7!p.m.!_!“Ask!an!Expert”!meets!
in!Room!214.!Topic:!Job!Skilz,!
featuring!resumes!and!
interviews.!

Friday!

6:30!p.m.!dinner,!followed!by!
Church!on!the!Lawn.!Bring!
chairs!!

Saturday!

10!a.m.!Project!Senior,!12!p.m.!
Meals!on!Wheels,!3!p.m.!Kids!
Jamboree.!

Sunday!

Service!times!are!8:30!a.m.!
and!11!a.m.!in!the!main!
sanctuary!and!11!a.m.!and!5!
p.m.!CAYA!in!the!chapel.!



leader, is awesome! She is always planning fun activities, from whitewater rafting and zip 
lining to delivering Meals on Wheels and reading to the kids after school in the library. My 
mom has since signed up for a Sunday school class. She says she didn’t want me to have all the 
fun! _ Alyssa, 15 

 

The great schools are what drew us to Decatur, like so many other families. 

My wife and I work, and we needed a place close by that we could trust for 
our two boys after school. Neither my wife nor I were particularly religious 
but we knew our boys would be safe at Decatur First’s popular after-school 
program. Once our boys became good friends with other after-school kids, 
they wanted to do more with them and we became friends with their 

parents. We began staying for Wednesday night dinners at the church, and soon our lives 
centered more and more on Decatur First: choir, community service, youth group. As we 
became more a part of the church family, our relationship with God has grown. I simply can’t 
imagine our lives without Decatur First! _ Andre, 42 

I was raised in Decatur First. I was baptized here, met my closest friends 

in youth group and went on mission trips including the Appalachia 
Service Project. I felt nurtured, loved and accepted until the day I began 
living my truth as a man and confronted the reality of a church policy that 
wasn’t accepting of those who are transgender. I always felt God’s 
undeniable love, and now I’m happy to say I feel it every time I walk into 
church knowing I can participate fully. Today, the Methodist family has embraced the many 
facets of God’s creation including those who love differently. It fills me with love and pride to 
know that the minds and hearts of the people who helped raise me are open as well. I am back 
in my church family where I always belonged. _ James, 28 

 

I was at a low point. There I was in the blazing sun, pushing my baby 

around in a stroller on the streets of Decatur until the shelter opened at 5 
p.m. That’s how I found the church. At least it would be cool inside. A nice 
lady let me in, saying I was welcome to sit in the nursery for the afternoon. 
That’s when I heard the choir practicing next door. I snuck in the back and 
softly sang along. A young woman asked if I’d like to join in. Not today. But 

do you know, I came back the next week? That’s when I discovered a lot of folks in the choir 
were like me. In recovery. There was an AA group at the church that offered childcare. My 
choir and shelter friends worked together to help me find a job. At Decatur First I found 
healing, friendship and a reason to sing again! _ Carly, 34 

 



When we moved to Decatur in 2023, I hadn't been to church in a 

decade. My husband, Fernando, would intermittently push me to join 
him in church hunting. To be honest, I was never comfortable with the 
idea _ residual unease from my conservative religious upbringing, I 
suppose. I noticed Decatur First when we moved to town, but it wasn't 
until the Georgia Marathon last year that I felt pulled to look into it. I was 
about halfway the race when I started to lose steam. Right when I needed 
it most, I turned the corner onto East Ponce and saw a group of nearly 100 folks cheering us on 
from the front lawn of Decatur First. It was amazing! I could feel their love and support and it 
carried me on. After doing some research, we decided to give the church a try. When we 
walked in that morning, we were welcomed with hugs and a feeling that we had been part of 
the church for years. Any anxiety evaporated within the first half hour. We have been members 
for 6 months now and we are thrilled to call Decatur First our church home.  _ George, 43. 

 

Ten years ago, I was inspired by former President Obama’s call to “walk 

in somebody else’s shoes and see through their eyes” as he urged 
reconciliation and grace in the wake of the tragedy at Emanuel African 
Methodist Church in Charleston. I worked to establish a “church share” 
program with our closest predominately black church, Columbia Drive 
United Methodist Church. What started out as an occasional joint worship 

service has grown into a beautiful partnership, with our annual dinner on the lawn that benefits 
literacy efforts across the South, our choirs joining forces for two concerts a year and a joint 
service project that works throughout the year on home repairs for the elderly. As a member of 
Decatur First’s “Reimagined Worship Committee,” I have watched this church grow together 
spiritually and use God’s grace to build lasting connections. Who would have thought we 
would have church on the lawn on Saturday nights? It’s electrifying, seeing hundreds of people 
with their lawn chairs worshipping God under the stars, singing and laughing and loving. 
There is more of our community in the church and more of our church in the community. We 
are truly blessed! _ Sharon, 65  

 

 


